
Two mjared iii ne w London blast 

MANCHE^TER^Ei^toskd jCK^ — ' A bomb exploded Sunday near 
i the homes, of Libyans in tic' northern city of ManchcMcr in a 
second spate of attacks on Arab targets in Britain in twodays. 
Police said the blast injured po-one but added that a woman and 
- child werchn?t when a boufo . disposal team carried out a ooor 
trdJed explosion on a second device found-neantiy. Police said 
' Arabs, foduding Libyans, lived nearby and one report said the 
’ - second bomb 'was left on^a windowsill of a three-storey budding 
housing an estimated 20 Libyans, hi 1980, two Libyan exiles were 
' killed kt London after a revolutionary committee in Libya decided 
to ‘’Bqwdate’* unnamed^aiSed opponents of Libyan leader Mua- 
nunair QadhafL At about the same time, a Libyan student was’ 
stabbed to death in Manchr-stcr and fellow Libyans said it war 
probably because be had" criticised the Libyan leader and bis 
gpvecmnctrt. ' ’ 

B ritain war ns Libya over btat, page 8 
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Boy wounded in W.Bank riots 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — A seven-year-old boy was 
injured when Israeli troops used tear gas and opened fire to break 
up a demonstration in Balata Palestinian refugee camp near Nab- 
lus in the occupied West Bank, military sources said. The sources 
said the boy was apparently injured by a ricochet. The dem- 
onstrators burned tyres and shouted slogans in support of PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat, currently in Jordan. The army imposed a 
curfew on the camp, which houses some 1 1 ,000 refugees. In the 
occupied Gaza Strip, a firebomb was thrown at an Israeli patrol in 
jhe main street of Gaza city, the state radio reported. There were 
SJsfccasualties or damages in the incident. 
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FAO conference 
opens in Aden 

ADEN, South Yemen (AP) — 
South Yemeni President Afi Nas- 
ser Mohammad opened the 17th 
regional United Nations Food and' 
Agricultural Organisation Con- 
ference here on. -Sunday. Del- 
egates from 26 countries axe tak- 
ing part in the conference, which is 
expected to last for five days. At 
the opening session, Mr. Moh- 
ammad welcomed the conferees 
and wished^ them success in their 
work. Edouard. Saouma, the dir- 
ector general of FAO, said in bis’ 
opening address that worldwide 
military expenditures total almost 
$800 million annually, exceeding 
the total debt burden of all dev- 
eloping countries. 

Assad appoints 
3iice-presidents 

DAMASCUS (R) — President 
Hafez A! Assad of Syria Sunday 
appointed three vice-presidents 
including his brother, defence for- - 
ces commander Rifoar A! Assad, 
the official Syrian News Agency 
SANA said. The other two vice- 
presidents are long-time foreign 
minister Abdul Halim Khaddam 
and the assistant regional sec- 
retary of the ruling Arab Socialist 
Baath Party, Zuheir Masharqa. 
President Assad also issued a dec- 
ree requesting the formation of a 
new government under Prime 
Minister Abdul Rauf Al Kasm, 

Assad, Aliyev, 


• it :<i 


DAMASCUS (R) — Soviet First 
Deputy Prime Minister Geidar 
Aliyev had talks Sunday with Syr- 

ian President Hafez A3 Assad' the \ 
official Syrian News Agency 
SANA -said. Mr. Assad and Mr. 
Aliyev, the highest-ranking Soviet 
official to visit Syria since 1980, 
discussed bilateral co-operation in- 
various fields, the international 
situation, the Middle East and 
other matters of mutual interest, 
SANA said. Mr. Aliyev delivered, 
a letter to Mr. Assad from Soviet 
leader Konstantin Chernenko, it 
added. He was expected to meet 
the Syrian president again Mon- 
day. Mr. Aliyev, on a three-day 
visit, earlier had bis second round 
of formal tidies with Foreign Min- 
ister Abdul Halim K h adda m . . 

S.Afrka ready 
to meet SWAPO 
in Namibian talks 

CAPE TOWN (R) — South Afr- 
ica said Sunday it was willing to 
take part in a peace conference 
attended by the South West Africa ; 
People’s Organisation (SWAPO) 
among other parties concerned 
withNamibia (South West Africa) ; 
and Angola. 

Indian border 
troops on alert 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian tro- 
ops guarding the country’s sen- 
sitive Kashmir border with Pak- 
istan have been ordered to be 
“alert and more vigilant” because 
of extraordinary military activities 
by Pakistan, the Press Trust of 
India (PTt) reported Sunday. PT1 
said the troops' commander. Lie- 
utenant General P.N. Hoon, told 
reporters the activities called for 
“extraordinary vigilance” on the 
part of India, 
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Arafat says differences between 
PLO, Jordan have been removed 


B|y Lnmfc K. Andom 
Jordan Times Staff Rejwvter 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
Sunday said that ‘‘differences between Jor- 
dan and the FLO have been bypassed” and a 
joint PLO- Jordanian action will materialise 
soon. 


Speaking at a press conference 
here, Mr. Arafat expressed sat- 
isfaction at the results of the 
Jordanian-PLO talks. “We have 
overcome all the differences that 
existed in the past,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat raid that the current 
talks, which are “a continuation of 
last February’s talks’’ were dev- 
eloping and a joint action will 
materialise in the near future. Last 
February’s round of talks, which 
were a revival of the dialogue bet- 
ween Jordan and the PLO after a 
1 0-month stall, concluded with a 
basic agreement to continue talks 
on developing a joint strategy to 
solve the Palestinian question. 

The PLO leader strongly att- 
acked U.S. policy in the Middle 
East saying that the future of 
American policies in Lebanon “ is 
an evidence that the U.S. cannot 
impose its mil upon the Arab 
people.” 

The Palestinian leader was ref- 
erring to the withdrawal of the 
American Marines, who were part 
of a four-nation Multi-National 
Forces (MNF) sent to Beirut 
which also included units from 
Britain, France and Italy, and to 
Lebanese President Amur Gem- 


ayers decision to abrogate the 
May 17 Lebanese Israeli treaty. 

Mr. Arafat said that his talks 
with Jordanian officials covered 
issues relating to the development 
of a joint plan of action to solve 
the Palestinian problem, the sit- 
uation in the Israeli occupied 
Arab territories and efforts to put 
an end to the Iraq-Iran war. 

Earlier in the day the PLO lea- 
der and his accompanying team 
held a working session with Prime 
Minister Ahmad 'Obeidat and 
other Jordanian officials. The Jor- 
danian side included Foreign Min- 
ister Taber Al Masri and Minister 
of Occupied Territories Affairs 
Shawkat Mahmoud- The Pal- 
estinian side included PLO Exe- 
cutive Committee member 
Hamed Abu Sitteh and the exe- 
cutive committee representative 
in Amman Brigadier Abdul 
Razak Al Yahya. 

Mr. Arafat said that the talks 
also covered “plans to dispatch 
joint Jordanian-PLO delegations 
to Arab and foreign countries” in 
efforts to canvass international 
support for the Palestinian cause. 

The Palestinian leader, how- 
ever. 'regained from specifying the 


exact destination of these del- 
egations. 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived in 
Amman Saturday, has met with 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
Chinese President Li Xiannian 
who is currently on an official visit 
to Jordan. 

Mr. Arafat said that his talks 
with the Chinese President foc- 
used on China's “stable and con- 
tinuous support for the Palestinian 
cause.” 

He said that Mr. Li has rei- 
terated China's support for all 
Arab summit resolutions con- 
cerning the Palestinian question 
including the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state. 

The government of Peking, said 
Mr. Arafat, “is satisfied with the 
positive results of the PLO- Jordan 
talks.” 

Mr. Arafat revealed that he has 
accepted an official invitation 
from Mr. Li to visit China. “2 int- 
end to visit China soon,” be said. 

The PLO chairman said char the 
PLO Executive Committee has 
formed a special team to prepare 
for the convening of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC). 

The team includes Mr. Arafat, 
the bead of the PLO political dep- 
artment, Mr. Farouk Al Kad- 
dounu, Mr. Abdul Rahim Ahmad, 
and Mr. Jama] Al Sourani. 

Efforts to convene the PNC, the 
Palestine parliament in exile, have 
failed doe to differences between 
Fateh, the biggest Palestinian 
commando group, and the other 
Palestinian groups, which sur- 
faced after Mr. Arafat's une- 
xpected visit to Cairo last Dec- 
ember. 


Amin Gemayel voices hope for peace in Lebanon 

Lebanon talks resume today 


LAUSANNE (R) — Lebanese 
President Amin Gemayel voiced 
hopes Sunday for peace in bis 
country on the eve of rec- 
onciliation talks in Switzerland 
with factional leaders, aimed at 
ending nearly a decade of blo- 
odshed. 

“Work will, I hope, begin tom- 
orrow for a real peace, for peace in 
our hearts, for peace for a people 
who deserve it, for a people who 
have suffered in the service of 
peace;” he told reporters after fly- 
ing in to Geneva amid tight sec- 
urity. 

A Swiss military helicopter esc- 
orted Mr. Gemayers helicopter 
on the 35 kilometre journey to 
Lausanne, where he and eight lea- 
ders of Lebanon’s Christians, 
Druze, Shfite and Sunni Muslims 
will discuss political reforms in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Gemayel said he app- 
roached the conference with much 
hope. “Soon we can perhaps ann- 
ounce to you the good news.” 

Apart from peace in Lebanon, 
the conference concerned peace in 
the Middle East and the world, he 
added. 

Foreign Minister Elie . Salem 
said the outline of a solution was 


available and he was very opt- 
imistic about the outcome. 

The conference at the heavily- 
guarded Beau Rivage Hotel was 
due to open early Monday but off- 
icials said the start of the meeting 
would be postponed for several 
hours. 

This was to allow Syrian For- 
eign Minister Abdul Halim Kha- 
ddam, who is an observer at the 
conference but arrives only Mon- 
day, not to miss the start. 

Another key figure in Leb- 
anon's political wrangling, Saudi 
mediator Rafiq Al Hariri, arrived 
in Switzerland Sunday with Saudi 
Minister Without Portfolio Moh- 
ammad Ibrahim Massoud, the off- 
icial Saudi observer. 

A presidential aide said Mr. 
Gemayel hoped the talks would 
agree on political reforms and 
formation, of a broad-based nat- 
ional unity government. 

“We want to get two things out 
of this meeting — a real ceasefire 
and a genuine launching of a pol- 
itical process," be said. 

Syria, which backs Lebanese 
opposition groups, has given its 
blessing to reconvening the talks, 
stalled since a first session in Gen- 
eva last November, following a 


visit by Mr. Gemayel to Damascus 
last month and his abrogation of a 
May 1983 troop withdrawal agr- 
eement with Israel. 

The aide said Syria was eager to 
see the conference succeed and 
did not seek his removal from off- 
ice. 

Druze and Shfite Muslim sou- 
rces said their leaders, Waiid Jun- 
ta la tt and Nabih Berri, were pre- 
pared, after talks Saturday with 
Syrian leaders in Damascus, to 
drop their demand for Mr. Gem- 
ayers resignation and punishment 
for recent Lebanese army shelling 
of opposition areas. 

Fighting continues in Beirut 

in Beirut rival groups fought 
sporadic battles around central 
Beirut Sunday as leaders of Leb- 
anon's warring factions gathered 
in Switzerland for reconciliation 
talks Monday. 

The clashes Sunday were hea- 
viest in the area of the “Green 
Line” dividing predominantly 
Christian east and the mainly Mus- 
lim west Beirut. 

Security sources said the com- 
batants. militia groups on the 

(Continued on page 3) 


But Mr. Arafat said that Fateh 
has taken a decision to continue 
the dialogue with the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
estine (PFLP) and the Democratic 
Front for the liberation of Pal- 
estine (DFLP) to resolve the dif- 
ferences. “Discussion between 
Fateh and the two organisations 
are continuing.'' 

Meanwhile, Fateh Central 
Committee member Mr. Salah 
Khalaf, popularly known as Abu 
lyad was quoted Saturday in 
Kuwait as raying: “A meeting 
between the leaderships of the 
three factions will take place soon 
in South Yemen.” He said that 
Mr. Arafat was also expected to be 
there. 

Mr. Arafat said that all factions, 
including those who supported the 
rebels in their battle against his 
leadership last year in the north 
Lebanese town of Tripoli, are ent- 
itled to attend the PNC meeting. 

“I am a democratic man, and I 
shall not prevent any faction from 
attending.” be said. “But h is up to 
the PNC to tackle the issue of 
those who fought against the rev- 
olution in Tripoli.” 

A Syrian backed rebellion aga- 
inst Mr. Arafat’s leadership cul- 
minated in heavy battles in and 
around Tripoli which forced the 
PLO chairman and 4,000 of his 
supporters to leave north Leb- 
anon last December. 

Mr. Arafat, however, said that 
reconciliation efforts between 
PLO and Syria are, underway 
“through an Arab country” and 
other “Arab and non- Arab fri- 
ends.” 


GCC plans 
new mediation 

in Gulf war 

• 

"RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Foreign ministers of the Gulf 
Co-operation Council (GCCj 
held a five-hour secret session 
Saturday on the Iran -Iraq war and 
were told the conflict is “thr- 
eatening to burn the entire reg- 
ion.” 

The conference sources said a 
fresh mediation bid might be lau- 
nched jointly with Algeria, which 1 
has good relations with both Iraq 
and Iran. 

The ministers reportedly also 
discussed an Iraqi bid to have ! 
Arab League foreign ministers 
meet Tuesday in emergency ses- 
sion in Baghdad to seek a united 
Arab front against Iran. 

The council’s foreign ministers 
went into a secret meeting fol- 
lowing an opening speech by 
Qatar’s Minister of State, Sheikh 
Ahmad Ibn Seif Al Thani, who 
said the Gulf war was “thr- 
eatening to burn the entire reg- 
ion.” 

“We have become almost com- 
pletely encircled by navies of the 
major powers, which are ready to 
jump and impose their control on 
us under hundreds of pretexts and 
justifications,” he said. 



Bis Majesty King Hussein and vnitiitg Chinese Pre- 
sident Li yiarniian Sanday visit the Jordanian mil- 


itary exhibition at the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
Headquarters (.Petra photo) 


in, Li visit Aqaba 


AQABA (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein. Chinese President 
Li Xiannian and his wife arrived 1 
here Sunday afternoon for a two- 
day stay. 

They were met at the airport by 
the Aqaba district governor, the 
mayor, local officials and senior 
military officers. 

During their stay in Aqaba 
members of the Chinese del- 
egation will make a tour of local 
factories including the Jordan Fer- 


tiliser Industry Company to ins- 
pect their work and production. 

Later they will tour arc- 
haeological and tourist sites in the 
Aqaba region. 

Before going to Aqaba, the 
Chinese president and the acc- 
ompanying "delegation visited the 
Jordanian military exhibition held 
by the armed forces at the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force hea- 
dquarters. 

On display are different types of 


weapons used by the Jordanian 
land and air forces. 

The delegation was met by King 
Hussein who toured the exhibition 
with the president. 

Also attending were Chief of 
the Royal Court Marwan Al 
Qasem, Court Minister Adrian 
Abu Odeh, the Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chicf Lt.-Gcn. 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. Army 
Chief of Staff Fathi Abu Talcb and 
other senior officers. 


Heavy fighting reported in Gulf 


BAGHDAD (R) ~ The Iraqi 
army has electrified marshlands to 
cut off Iranian defenders on the 
oil-bearing Majnoon Island and 
casualties are believed very high in 
continued heavy fighting there, 
diplomatic sources said Sunday. 

Meanwhile, Iraq announced 
that Arab foreign Ministers would 
hold an emergency meeting here 
on Tuesday to discuss “the grave 
situation” which the three- 
and- a- half-year- old Gulf war has 
reached. 

The Iraqis now have Iranian 


forces surrounded on three rides 
of the artificial island and have 
electrified the remaining strip of 
marsh water which Iranian rei- 
nforcements and supplies' must 
cross, the sources said. 

They said that even by the sta- 
ndards of the Gulf conflict, in 
which the overall death toll is in 
the tens of thousands, casualties 
on both sides in the last three 
weeks of fighting, following an 
Iranian offensive, have been ext- 
remely high. 

Arab League Secretary- 


General Chadli Klibi was due in 
Baghdad to prepare for Tuesday’s 
emergency meeting of the league's 
foreign ministers to discuss the 
escalating conflict. 

According to Iraq's Official 
News Agency IN A, 1 5 of the 22 
league members have agreed to 
attend the meeting “to deal with 
the grave situation which thr- 
eatens the whole Arab region.” 
Iraq attacked the Geneva- 
based International Committee of 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan holds by-elections today 


By Afi&h A. Kahti 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — People in the East 
Bank will go to the polls Monday 
to elect eight deputies to fill the 
vacant seats in the Lower House 
of Parliament 

One hundred and two can- 
didates wifi be contesting for the 
seats which became vacant as a 
result of deaths over the past 10 
years. 

Citizens will cast their votes for 
the first time in 13 years. The last 
elections being held in 1967 for a 
parliament which was suspended 
in 1974. 

The total number of candidates 
for the parliamentary by-election 
in all constituencies in rhe East 
Bank reached to 103 until Sat- 
urday. 

One of the four contestants 
from Tafileh district Sunday wit- 
hdrew his nomination due to cla- 


shes with one of the opponents' 
family, resulting in the death of 
one person. 

The withdrawal was a pre- 
cautionary measure to avoid exa- 
cerbation of family feuds. 

Thirty-six nominees will be con- 
gesting the Amman governorate 
seat, with 19 for the Irbid seat, 27 
for the three Balqa seats, 16 for 
the two Karak seats and three for 
the Tafileh seat. 

The total number of registered 
voters, both male and female in 
various govemorates, is 558,581, 
of which 237,401 are registered in 
Amman, 17,365 in Tafileh, 
64,412 in Karak, 93,726 in Balqa 
and the rest in Irbid. 

Citizens are to cast their votes in 
794 polling centres, of which 375 
are in Amman, 207 in Irbid, 127 in 
Balqa, 95 in Tafileh and 90 in 
Karak. 

Election booths will be open 


from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and the max- 
imum extension beyond this per- 
iod will be two hours. 

In a statement given to Jordan 
Times and Al Ra'i newspapers. 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min- 
ister of Interior Suleiman Arar 
said that right after the election 
booths are closed, the election 
committees in various gov- 
eraorates will seal the ballot boxes 
and hand them over to vote- 
counting committees. 

Mr. Arar said that the vote- 
counting committees are made up 
of court judges headed by a chief 
judge in each constituency. 

The governor, in each con- 
stituency, Mr. Arar said will ann- 
ounce the results, giving the num- 
ber of votes cast for each can- 
didate. 

The official results will be ann- 
ounced by the prime minister wit- 
hin 48 hours, Mr. Arar concluded. 


Candidates stress Palestinian issue, political freedoms and public services 


Jordanians vote today to elect eight new members of the Lower House 
of Parliament. This is the second of two articles on issues raised by 
individual candidates in their election campaign. The first article app- 
eared in yesterday’s Jordan Times. 


% AfSXah A. Kaioti 

and Sataroeh B, Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Dr, Fawzi Daoud, 
39, is the youngest candidate run- 
ning for the vacant Christian seat 
in the Balqa constituency in 
today’s parliamentary elections. 
Dr. Daoud has a BA. in psy- 
chology from the University of 
Jordan and an MA and PhD in 
clinical psychology from the Cal- 
ifornia School of Professional Psy- 
chology. 

The Jordanian economy gets 
priority in Dr. Daducfs ann- 
ounced programme: “I emphasise 
the .negative effect of the eco- 
nomic depression in Jordan and 
the uneven distribution of the 
basic medical social. and edu- 
cational services.'’ he noted. 

“We definitely also have to pay 
attention to education policy and 
must try to improve the living 
conditions .of teachers and gov- 
ernment employees in general.” 


he added. 

“The role of women in sociery 
should not be treated in a sup- 
erficial manner and we have to be 
more aggressive in order to allow 
the participation of women in the 
various fields of development,” 
Dr. Daoud said. 

He pointed out that political 
parties are one way of developing 
national unity and that they could 
form the basis of enhancing a fee- 
ing of belonging and commitment 
to the country. 

The absence of democratic life 
in Jordan. Dr. Daoud continued, 
has created a gap between theind- 
ividual and the instruments of 
authority. This gap, he added, has 
to be narrowed by allowing people 
to express themselves in order to 
avoid the feeling of alienation. “ If 
parliament cannot close this gap, it 
will be nothing but an empty ins- 
titution," he said. 

Candidates slightly differ from 
each other inwhat they say in their 
election programmes about sol- 


ving problems. “What dif- 
ferenciates one candidate from 
another, is their approach and 
method of handling these pro- 
blems.” Dr. Daoud said. He- 
added: “We have to study them, 
collect facts and justify them bef- 
ore concluding a comprehensive 
evaluation.” 

Dr. Daoud described the for- 
thcoming elections as different in 
the sense that there are new var- 
iables involved: Youth and 
women. 

“The accumulated awareness of 
the past 20 years and the growth 
witnessed in the society will be 
decisive factors in electing rep- 
resentatives for rhe people.” ha 
said."It^the beginningon the way 
to a more liberal, democratic ele- 
ction in the future,” he added. 

Just like other candidates, Gha- 
leb Abu Jaber is facing tough 
competition from Dr. Jaraal Al 
Shaer, Mr. Raja'i Muasher, Dr, 
Fawzi Daoud and others running 
for the vacant Christian seat to 
represent the Balqa Governorate. 

In his Amman office Mr. Abu 
Jaber daily receives rep- 
resentatives of the large families 
and tribes in Salt, his hometown. 



Suleiman lrteimeh 

and draws up with them policies to 
attract as many votes to his side as 
possible. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Abu Jaber said: “ I am 
100 per cent sure I will win the 
March 12 elections”. He did not 
show any concern to the other 
competing candidates. “They do 
not stand a chance,” he added. 

What is really astonishing is that 
almost every single one of the 
candidates running for the vacant 
Christian seat says he is absolutely 
sure he will be the winner, but 


Fawzi Daoud 

what is still more astonishing is 
what candidates claim they will 
achieve if elected. A voter told the 
Jordan Times: “They are giving 
promises even heads of state 
would have to think mice before 
giving.” 

Mr. Abu Jaber if elected pro- 
mises to call for the abrogation of 
the martial law imposed on the 
country since 1967, the legalising 
and organising of political parties, 
achieving equality between men 
and women, free education, more 
seats for Jordanians in uni- 


Gfaafeb Abu Jaber 

versifies, Arab unity, freedom of 
speech, better job opportunities, 
and in short, to make Jordan a 
model country in the Middle East. 

Mr. Abu Jaber gives education 
a priority. “We need a new edu- 
cational policy for our students,” 
he says. “Education should be 
developed in a way to increase the 
feeling of belonging to the nation 
in the hearts of students.” he adds. 

“There should be a sofuuon for 
the brain drain from Jordan.” Mr. 
Abu Jaber asserts, adding that 
priority should be given to Jor- 


Tayel Al Fayez 

danians and Palestinians in job 
opportunities and they should be 
paid higher salaries. 

Talking about Jordan’s foreign 
policy, he said: “We will be fri- 
endly with our friends and hostile 
with our enemy.” He condemned 
the United States policy in the 
Middle East and its support for 
Israel. 

Mr. Abu Jaber said: “Whatever 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) decides to do. wc 

(Continued on page 3) 
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U.S. allies appear to be 
baulking at Hormuz- action 


LONDON (AP) — The United States is in close 
consultation with its allies on threats to the Strait of 
Hormuz, but only Britain seems ready to team up 
militarily with Washington to keep the waterway 
open. 


Several other European mem- 
bers of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) appear 
reluctant to participate in a pos- 
sible military effort. West Europe 
gets about 40 per cent of its oil 
from oil tankers moving through 
the strait and the Arabian Gulf. 

About 65 per cent of Japan's 
crude oil comes through the strait. 
But Japanese officials say it is 
“inconceivable" that their navy 
would join in a military operation. 

Iran has threatened to close the 
strait if Iraq, its opponent in the 
42-month-old Gulf war, attacks 
its oil installations. President 
Ronald Reagan has said that the 
United States, which gets only five 
per cent of its oil through the str- 
ait, will not permit the waterway 
to be closed. U.S. officials say 
about 30 U.S. warships are in the 
Indian Ocean area. 

A U.S. official at NATO, who 
would not be fun her identified, 
said the Iran-Iraq situation “is 
being discussed at NATO hea- 


dquarters almost daily and it is 
being watched very closely.” He. 
said the U.S'. permanent rep- 
resentative at NATO, Amb- 
assador David Absfaire, “provides 
the allies with the latest int- 
elligence information on the fig- 
hting.” 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher has raised the pos- 
sibility that her country’s forces 
could aid the United States in the 
Gulf. She said Thursday that con- 
tingency arrangements made so 
far by the United States are “the 
best way to try and keep open the 
strait,” and said, “it may be that 
one day we also have to add our 
ships...” 

Britain has a destroyer, the 
Glamorgan, and a frigate, the 
Brazen, patrolling in the Indian 
Ocean. Both ships are equipped 
with Exocet missiles. 

But while NATO and the 10- 
natiou European Community 
(EC) have both expressed concern 
over the possible impact of the war 


on oil supplies, other NATO gov- 
ernments queried by the Ass- 
ociated Press appear uncertain or 
reluctant about a military ope- 
ration. 

West German foreign office 
spokesman Hans Gnodtke said: “I 
don’t think we should take pos- 
itions in advance of what we would 
do. The United States is in a tot- 
ally different situation. They are a 
world superpower and have the 

militar y might.” 

Jan- Jaap van def Vekle, a 
Dutch Foreign Ministry spo- 
kesman, said the government 
“feeds it is vital that the Hormuz 
Strait stays open.” 

France, which m aintains an Ind- 
ian Ocean command, reportedly 
with eight ships, has given no pub- 
lic indication it would join in mil- 
itary action to keep the strait 
open. 

Turkey, which has had a mer- 
chant ship damaged in the Gulf, is 
friendly with Iran. Turkish gov- 
ernment officials seldom go on 
record about the possibility of mil- 
itary action in the Gulf, but opp- 
osition parties and press com- 
mentaries in Turkey have warned 
the government against ent- 
anglement in conflict 


Radically different approaches 

* * 

to clash at Lebanon peace talks 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
leaders attending Monday’s rec- 
onciliation talks in Lausanne are 
taking radically different app- 
roaches to their country's future, 
with the mainly Muslim opp- 
osition demanding wide reforms 
and the predominantly Christian 
rightists resisting them. 

The government is caught in the 
middle but seems disposed to 
make some concessions to the 
opposition. 

Eight of the nine leaders had 
arrived in Switzerland by Saturday 
night, with President Amin Gera- 
ayel expected there Sunday from 
Beirut where sporadic shelling 
and gunhattles eased off Saturday 
night. 

The opposition mostly Druze 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) 
said 10 people died in Muslim 
suburbs. A soldier was reported 
killed in a Christian area. 

Details of conference working 
papers are secret but political and 
other sources portray the starting 
positions of the various factions 
and the government as follows: 
The PSP ’fend Shfite Muslims, 
backed by Syria, have scored dec- 
isive victories over the Lebanese 
army recently and now want: 
t. The army radically overhauled 
to end what they see as the Chr- 
istian dominance of its command, 
and guarantees that it will not be 
used iu internal conflicts. 

2. Powers of the Christian pre- 
sident reduced. They warn the 
prime minister elected by par- 
liament, instead of chosen by the 
president, and all laws signed by 
both men. 


3. An end to the system of sharing 
out jobs in the public service and 
seats in the Chamber of Deputies 
in accordance with the relative 
size of different religious groups.. 

4. Formation of a senate in which 
the main sects would be rep- 
resented equally, to preserve the 
rights of smaller groups such as the 
Druze. 

5. Wide administrative dec- 
entralisation and economic and 
social reforms. 

6. Israel to be offered “security” 
assurances as an incentive to wit- 
hdraw its troops from South Leb- 
anon. Assurances should be com- 
patible with Lebanese sovereignty " 
and theT-gbvernment should sup- 
port armed resistance to Israeli 
occupation*-,.; 

In actaition, PSP leader Walid 
Junblatt and Shfite leader Nabih 
Bern have been demanding the 
replacement of President Gem- 
ayel and the punishment of gov- 
ernment and array officials whom 
they bold responsible for shelling 
Muslim areas of Beirut and the 
nearby mountains in last month's 
heavy fighting. 

But it is not dear how far they 
will push these demands at Lau- 
sanne. Neither their supporters in 
Syria nor their two allies at the 
talks, former Prime Minister Ras- 
hid Karami and former President 
Suleiman Franjieh, have agreed 
with replacing Mr. GemaycL 

The government of President 
Amin Gemayel is reported to be 
offering reforms along the fol- 
lowing lines: 

1 . Army to be responsible for state 
security, implying it w31 not be 


used in internal conflict. 

2. More power for Muslim prime 
minister. He should be elected by 
parliament and laws should be 
signed by him as well as president. 

3. An end to sectarianism in public 
service. 

4. Formation of a senate. 

5. Some administrative dec- 
entralisation. Formation of a spe- 
cial council to oversee social and 
economic policy. 

6. Israel to be given “security” 
guarantees as part of negotiated 
agreement on withdrawal of its 
troops. 

The two conservative Muslim 
politicians' at the conference, for-., 
mer Prime Minister Saeb Salam 
and former Speaker of Parliament 
Adel Osseiran, can be expected to. . i 
show some sympathy for the views 
of both Mr. Gemayel and the 
Syrian-backed opposition. 

The right-wing Christian lea- 
ders at Lausanne, Falangist Party 
chief Pierre Gemayel and former 
President Camille Charaoun, are 
likely to resist political reforms 
and to demand that priority be 
given to arranging the withdrawal 
of Syrian forces rather than the 
Israelis. 

One or other of the men, who 
are presenting a joint working 
paper at Lausanne, have mai- 
ntained the following: 

1. There should be no change in 
the powers of the president. 

2. Rights of the sects should be 
respected. 

3. No senate should be formed. 

4. Israeli troops should stay in 
Lebanon until Syrian forces have 
withdrawn. 
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VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE: A Leb- 
anese doctor and a nurse look down at tbe bodies of 


two young boys 
Beirut’s “green 


‘Islamic Jihad’ accuses 
French of killing journalist 


BEIRUT (R) — “Islamic Jihad,” 
an underground organisation 
known only by its claims for att- 
acks on Western targets m Leb- 
anon and Kuwait, has accused 
French troops of accidentally kil- 
ling Lebanese journalist Moh- 
ammad Ismail Houmani outside 
the French embassy on Friday. 

In a statement delivered to the 
two Beirut newspaper s An N ahar 
and As Safxr Saturday, “Islamic 
Jihad” (crusade) said Mr. Hou- 
mani was shot shortly after a 
group of its guerrillas attacked the 
embassy in west Beirut on Friday 
morning 

A French embassy spokesman 


.at the time said neither soldiers 
guarding the embassy nor the bui- 
lding itself had come under attack. 
French troops did not open fire, he 
added. 

The Jihad statement said the 
French denial was designed to 
cover up the killing of Mr. Hou- 
mani, who was hit while passing 
the embassy on his way tiysriii- 

It said the French troops, ope- 
ned fire indiscriminately butThe 
guerrillas had already withdrawn 
from the area. 

“Islamic Jihad" has repeatedly 
threatened further attacks on 
French targets in Lebanon if the 
French troops do noL withdraw. 


Falangist chief warns against 
Israeli troop withdrawal 


jTEL AW/ (AP). — - Lebanese 
Falange Party leader Pierre Gem- 
ayel, faufer of President Amin 
Gemayel, was quoted in an int- 


hting to disrupt .the reconciliation 
talks. 

The aging Christian leader 


UAE calls for plan to aid 
people under occupation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) has called 
on Arab countries to work out a 
defined programme of financial 
assistance to the Palestinians 
under Israeli occupation rule with 
particular attention to Arab lab- 
ourers to enhance their ste- 
adfastness. 

UAE Labour Ministry Under- 
secretary Ahmad A1 Jumairi told, 
the Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra, in Baghdad that financial 
assistance “would no doubt help 
the Arab population to withstand 
the Israeli settlement drive and 
other arbitrary measures designed 
to evict them from their hom- 
eland.” 

Mr. Jumairi also underlined the 
importance of strengthening the 
Joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
Committee for Supporting the 
Steadfastness of the people living 
under occupation in the West 
B ank and Gaza Strip, and paid tri- 
bute to the efforts of Jordanian 


labourers and other workers emp- 
loyed in various organisations in 
the UAE. “These workers are off- 
ering essential contribution tow- 
ards the UAE’s prosperity and 
progress,” he said. 

Mr. Jumairi voiced his app- 
reciation to the Jordanian gov- 
ernment for its response to send 
Jordanian labourers and tec- 
hnicians to work in his country. 

“The Jordanians living in the 
UAE are regarded an integral pan 
of the indigenous population and 
this is a fact because we form a 
united nation.” -Mr. Jumairi 
added. 

Referring to a recent UAE- 
Jordanian labour agreement, he 
expressed hope that it would fur- 
ther contribute towards pro- 
moting bilateral relations and inc- 
reasing co-operation between the 
two countries. 

Mr. Jumairi is in Baghdad to 
take parr in an Arab labour con- 
ference. 


erview published Sunday as saying spoke justa week after Jus son 
that an Israeli withdrawal from returned firom tffa «tfh Syrian 
t ,K,nAn K- «o President Hafez A1 Assad on end- 


kiHed in overnight fighting along 
line” Saturday. 


Egypt allowed 
to resume full 
OIC activities 


JEDDAH (R) — King Hassan of 
Morocco has told tbe Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) to give full effect to Egypt' s 
recent re-admission, thus allowing 
it to resume activities within the 
group, an OIC statement said. 

It added that King Hassan, who 
is present chairman of the org- 
anisation, told OIC Secretary- 
General Habib Chatti, in a mes- 
sage Saturday to OIC hea- 
dquarters in Jeddah, that Egypt’s 
re-admission to the 45-nation 
organisation was final and valid 
with immediate effect. 

• Egypt, the first and so far only 
Arab state iq maintain diplomatic 
ties with Israel, was suspended 
.from the OIC .after ita 197? sep- 
arate peacejrpaty with the Jewish 
state. 


Aliyev brands U.S. policy 
as ‘terrorist, aggressive 9 


DAMASCUS (R) — A top Soviet 
official opened a visit to Syria Sat- 
urday with a strongly-worded att- 
ack on United States? policy in the 
Middle East, branding it “ter- 
rorist” and “aggressive," the off- 
icial Syrian news agency SANA 
reported. 

It quoted senior politburo 
member Geidar Aliyev as saying 
in a speech at a banquet: ‘‘The 
conduct of the United States in the 
Middle East, particularly its int- 
ervention in Lebanon and its thr- 
eats to Syria, constitute an integral 
part of Washington's generally 
aggressive line and its terrorist and 
military methods.” 

Mr. Aliyev’s visit is the first 
since 1980 by a high-ranking Sov- 
iet official to Syria, Moscow's clo- 
sest Arab ally. 

It follows what Moscow sees as 
the humiliation of the United Sta- 
tes in Lebanon, where President 
Amin Gemayel this month gave in 
to Syrian and opposition pressure 
and scrapped a U.S.-negotiated 
troop withdrawal agreement with 
ferael. . , 

Syrian Foreign Minister Abdul 
Halim Khaddam said in response 
that the abrogation of the 
Lebanese-Israeli agreement sho- 


uld make the Arabs realise that 
the Egyptian-Israeii Treaty of 
1978 could also be scrapped. 

The Syrian agency quoted Mr. 
Khaddam assaying the abrogation 
was a major defeat for the policy 
of the United States and Israel in 
the region. 

Diplomats in Moscow have said 
they expected Mr. Aliyev, the first 
deputy premier, to review all asp- 
ects of Soviet-Syrian co-operation 
during his three-day visit. 

They also expected him to con- 
sult President Hafez A1 Assad on 
the Iran-Iraq war, which Moscow 
believes in now threatening to 
-drag it into conflict with the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. Aliyev’s visit was due to 
take place last month but was pos- 
tponed' because of the death of 
Soviet leader Yuri Andropov. 

The Syrian news agency quoted 
Mr. Aliyev as declaring that U.S. 
policies had brought the world to 
the brink of nuclear war. 

"The U.S. line constitutes a 
growing threat to peace in the 
world which is pushing mankind to 
the dangerous brink of nuclear 
conflict. This policy will be firmly 
confronted by the Soviet Union 
and all peace-loving forces." 


that an Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon now would be “a cat- 
astrophe.” 

The Daily Yediot Ahronot stud 
Mr. Gemayel was interviewed in 
Switzerland where he arrived to 
attend the national reconciliation 
talks between Lebanon’s warring 
factions set to begin Monday. 

The elder Gemayel warned that 
the Syrian army would refuse to 
leave Lebanon if the Israelis pul- 
led ouL “An immediate Israeli 
withdrawal would be a cat- 
astrophe. If you withdraw, who 
will kick tbe Syrians our of Leb- 
anon?" 

Tbe pro-Syrian Ash Sharq new- 
spaper said last week that Israel 
was intending a surprise wit- 
hdrawal from the Awali River line 
in order to re-ignite factional Ag- 


ing the Syrian-backed challenge to 
his regime. The two leaders agr- 
eed that Lebanon would cancel its 
1983 troop withdrawal agreement 
with Israel, and Israel accufed Mr. 
Gemayel of knuckling under to 
Syrian pressure. 

The daily said Mr. Gemayel was 
pessimistic about the outcome of 
tbe second round of the Lebanese 
peace talks. “Three-quarters of 
our territory is ruled by armies of 
conquest. Before we arrange the 
relations between the sects in 
Lebanon, the Syrians, the Pal- 
estinians and the Israelis must 
withdraw from our country,” be 
was quoted as saying. " All the for- 
eign forces have to withdraw from 
Lebanon at the same time." 


Amnesty urges Egypt to free Pope Shenouda 


LONDON (AP) — Amnesty Int- 
ernational has urged the Egyptian 
government to immediately lift all 
physical restrictions imposed on 
Pope Shenouda IIL leader of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church. 

The international human rights 
organisation said H still considers 
Pope Shenouda a “prisoner of 
conscience" despite Egyptian 
government claims that he is sla- 
ying voluntarily at Wadi Natroun 
Monastery. 

Amnesty said the Egyptian sta- 
tement is "inconsistent with the 
circumstances of his con- 
finement”. and urged the gov- 
ernment of President Hosni Mub- 
arak to remove all physical res- 
trictions on the Pope — their only 


“prisoner of conscience” in Egypt. 

In an update to its 1983 report 
on human rights violations in 
Egypt, Amnesty also called on the 
government to release or charge 
and immediately bring to trial pol- 
itical prisoners arrested after the 
assassination of President Anwar 
Sadat in October 1981 and ensure 
their right of appeal. 

It also urged a full public inquiry 
into allegations of torture and ill- 
treatraent by prisoners, including 
punishment of any officer found 
responsible for inflicting such tre- 
atment and compensation to any, 
victim. 

The Nobel prize-winning org- 
anisation urged Egypt to rec- 
onsider legislation allowing a ret- 


rial for the same offence, which it 
said constitutes double jeopardy. 

It also recommended that Egypt 
review all legislation concerned 
with political activity to ensure 
that individuals who non- violently 
exercise their human rights are 
protected from arrest. 

“Amnesty International is con- 
cerned that legislation remains in 
force which permits the arrest and 
imprisonment of individuals for 
the non-violent expression of their 
conscientiously held beliefs," the 
report said. 

Amnesty praised the Egyptian 
government for the release of at 
least 4.Q0fl political prisoners in 
1982 and improvements in Mime 
laws dealing with prisoners. 
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— Nftotay Gogol 
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Amin Rawer and Sons Company, Teh 
22324 (six fines) at yore service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local eeMibvy rater in fib 

Belgian franc 694/ 70 

Dutch guilder 125.9/ 126.7 

Egyptian guinea 316/ 320 

French flranc 461/ 46.5 

Iraqi dinar 3523/ 360 

Italian Inc (far 100) — 22.8/ 23 

Japanese yen (far 100) 1633/ 1643 

Kuwaiti dinar 12583/ 12633 

Le b a nes e Bn ..64.7/ 66 

Omwri rfyal issaasir-irtvlsi 10583/ 1065 

Qatari riyal 100.4/ 101.1 

Saudi riyal 104 3/ 105 

Swedish crown 473/ 483 

Swiss franc 172/ 173 

Syrire fir* ...................... 53.7/ 54.4 

UAE dntsam 100/ 1003 

U.K. stertteg pound ..... 536.7/ S39.9 

U.S. dollar ... 367/ 369 

W. German mark 142/ 142.9 

WEATHER 

flnfclft i supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wtl be arid sod partly cloudy with 
chancre o l scattered shower*. Winds 
wB be no r t hwes terly moderate to fresh. 
In AqMa, winds wfll be aortbariy mod- 
erate and seas calm. 

LowMgh temperature in deg,C- 
Ammaa 5/15 

Aqaba 10/24 

Desera *19 

Jordan Vafcy ........ 1004 

Yesterday** high temperatures: 
Amman 13, Aqaba 23. Humidity roa- 
dfap: Amman 50 percent, Aqsria 22 


EMERGENCIES 


Ambulance 193. 75111 

HmrikL fire, police 199 
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Jabai Amman Maternity 42362 

Mrifaaa. J. Amman — 36140 

Pilar tier. Shmshaai 664171-4 

Hhwdriwi Hosphal 669131 

Unfranfey Horekal * 845845 

Dre AK&fa, J- Human 667158 

Al- Mu s riwr Hospital 667227-9 

The Mamie, Afrdati 665292 

ALAML AMafi 664164 

frafiaa, AI-MBfeajfeen 77101-3 

A l R a rii ir. J. Aafaraflefa 75111 

Army, Mark* 91611 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hhbam Aba Aiqoub 93122 


Dr. Add Dnbdoub 78065 

Naaxmkh pfamuncy 23672 

Al Sabm pharmacy 36730 

Samer pharmacy 38359 

Maher pharmacy 666337 

Muse pharmacy 71 326 

Tsarina tad — 44660 

J erusal em uri 39655 

Tamer (as 666417 

Kbdedtam 23715 

KordieMZ 84J309 

Waddafa taxi 812454 


HMD 

Dr. Nayef Ghareibcb 2260 

Nf ammar pharmacy 75770 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hribam Sharabui 86632 


GENERAL 

Jordan Tde-two 73111 

Radio Jordan 74111 

MQniroy of Tourism 4231 1 

Hold oompbam* 6664]2 

Price oomplaiou 661176 

Telephone: 

Information — 12 

Jordan and Middle Earn alb 10 

Overseas cdb — 17 

Cable or telegram |8 

Repair service II 


MARKET PRICES 


upptrikrwcr price in fib per kg, Oafm(Uack) 700/600 

Appk — — . 350/300 Otsps frm l 130/110 

■aaan 280 / 240 Guava 400/300 

■aanoa (Mnkammar) 240/210 Lemon - 130/110 

•«>*» S60/S00. Macron flW|c) 230/ 200 

CrtfoapJ 60/ 40 Marrow (smaB) 360/320 

Carrot — 140/100 Mredmfa 230/200 

Canfiflowre (while) 70/ SO 0R*aa - 330/200 

Chestnut 450/400 Oak»(dry) 170/ 140 

Cncumbur (Imps) 250/200 Ofexa 150/100 

Cucnmbre (wisB) 360/320 Oreages ( Abu Srera) 320/260 

Dates 180/ 150 Ofaaflri (ShammoFCti) 260/180 

Effiphnft (btpe) — — -... 180/ 130 Pears — - 500 / 400 

rffipl i Bl (smafl) — 180/ 160 Pepper (sweet) 600/54(1 

Bp _.„.400/300 Pepper (hot gRcn) 800/720 

Grebe 400/280 Pousoes 180/150 

Oaapas (white) 700 / 600 Taaprine — 370 / 340 
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Survey predicts 30,500 qualified 

in Jordan by 1990 


AMMAN {J.T.) — A hnj (ve- 
pKcdbyitenk^KUhtilM- 
de9 by Lnbow MUHer Tsy**r 
Abdnl Jaber reveals Oat bp the 
J**r Iff#, Jordan vHH feme 3MW 
ca gto saa , »early 89 per cent of 
-.whom w* be cqtajcd hi the 
Amman Com wnte. 


The iiBTwy, which home Its ftg- 
urratastotistfesgrthmd from the 

h Hwi»n Fm^ jw iwMmi 

CIEA), the^rtaeri of Sto- 
thtica (DS) and other nww wot 
p rep a re d by spectoflsto from the 
Mfehtry of Pabfie M» which 
employs a large proportion of tfe 
total tft^hirw, the CSrfl Sendee 
C o mmimin ii, which ia fty waflfc 
Cor the ippiiiiiiuii* of dvfl w- 
▼soti, the JEA, the Amman Cha- 
mber of fad— try and engineers 
employed in the oooatry. 

Accor d ing to the tody, the con- 
strnctkw sector fax Jordan has Inc- 
reased Its activities immensely over 
the bat decade, employing ne a rl y 
14 per cant of the country's total 
work force. 

ft said that investment in boo- 
sing projects, had— trial, agr- 
fcsfc — I and toarht focahies as 


weB as the constradion of air- 
ports, oc« port focBMes and gov- 
ernment boHdings and Ins- 
fribriaw and private homes has 
tocrea a ed co o siders h ly in the p— t 
Id years. 

Thh increase was the motive fbr 

many young people to pursue hi- 
ther atodiec bttfe here and abroad 
fa tfe engbeeriag-fUd, tfa study 
says. 

No doabt the appearance of for- 
dpt companies operating in Jor- 
dan, the ■ffprnfog of ri^hmrhifl 
and consuftancy firms in the con- 
ntiy ha* afco made an impact in 
this respect, the report says. 

Two port study 

The survey is being pahfahed in 
two ports, the first of which oaf- 
lines the vofcune of mghncrlng 
work hi ihecpnstrwctipn hnsinear, 
the namber of eogfaeers in the East 
Bank and their experiences and 
educational hadtgreends 

The second part, which is to be 
pnhBshed seen, wig tackle pebKc 
sector m os t me t ieo, s eo rcei oflhi- 
aoce, the liiniliiiiirnftion of pro- 


jects and other rdmed topics. 

Accnrdfeg to tbe first part of the 
work, the pabHc sector employs 
593 per cent of engineers in vi 
fees government hnch—fans, oni- 

venMes end research centres. 

The rest are befog employed by 
con— henry firms (16.4 per cent), 
contracting companies (15.2 per 
cent) tod— tr i al romp an fcs (15.8 
per cent) as wet — bsaks, edn- 
ratianal to* tftntioni and bmh 
which together employ nearly 2.3 


ft also rev— Is that Jordan h— 94 
female engineers of whom 55 are 
employed by the ptobfic sector, and 
that nearly 428 foreign and ooo- 
Jordaaian eaghem work in the 
coantxy, most of whom are Egy- 


Other nattooafitles include; Syr- 
ian, Iraqi, Lebaneae, Sod— ese, 
Algerian and Pafestfafon eng- 
ineers. 

The British form the b ig g es t 
number offered engineers in the 
country, foflowed by the Chinese. 

The ptoHe sector employs nea- 
rly half of the non-Jordaaian eng- 
ineers. 


Lebanon talks resume today 


(Continued from page 1) 

west, the Lebanese army and Fal- 
angist forces on the east, were 
using light to medium weapons. 

.'Fighting also flared on the 
mountain front to the southeast 
where mainly Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) fighters have 
been pressing in on an army sal- 
ient around the ridge town of Souq 
A1 Gharb, 1 5 kilometres from the 
centre of the capital. 

Most of the dashes were con- 


fined to areas deserted by civilians 
and there were no immediate rep- 
orts of casualties. 

In widespread shelling of res- 
idential areas Saturday at least 1 4 
people were killed and more than 
70 wounded, securi ty sources said . 
In one incident, seven people died 
when a shell bit a clinic in the sou- 
thern township of Khalda, they 
added. 

Heavy hail and thunderstorms 
kept the combatants indoors Sun-, 
day morning but the fighting res- 
umed when the skies cleared 


about midday. 

Little territory has changed 
hands since Feb. 15, when the 
Syrian-backed opposition militias 
crowned a successful week-long 
campaign by storming the town of 
Damour. on the coast 20 kil- 
ometres south of Beirut. 

The campaign came close to 
topplbg Mr. Geraayel who sho- 
rtly afterwards gave in to Syrian 
demands that he scrap Lebanon's 
May 17 troop withdrawal agr- 
eement with Israel- 


Heavy fighting reported in Gulf 


(Continued from page 1) 
the Red Cross (ICRC) Sunday for 
suggesting Iraq had used chemical 
weapons against Iranian forces in 
recent Gulf war fighting. 

A- memorandum from the Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry accused the 
ICRC of “a biased political stand" 
and reiterated earlier denials that 
Iraq had used chemical weapons. 

The all-Swiss ICRC said last 
week its representatives in Iran 
had visited Iranian war casualties 
and that the nature of their wou- 
nds “leads to the presumption of 
the recent use of substances pro- 
hibited by International Law." 


Sunday's Iraqi memorandum, 
sent to ICRC representatives in 
Baghdad, was published by the 
official Iraqi News Agency. 

It said Iraq did not use chemical 
weapons and “to prove this feet, 
Iraq is fully ready to co-operate 
with any neutral side in inv- 
estigating these allegations." 

The International Red Cross 
statement “completely con- 
tradicted the role entrusted to the 
ICRC by the Geneva Con- 
ventions," the Iraqi memorandum 
said. 

The memorandum said Iraq 
suspected that the cas u a l ties exa- 


mined by Red Cross teams in Iran 
were either Iraqi prisoners of war 
or members of Iranian opposition 
groups or that they sustained then- 
wounds somewhere other than on 
the Gulf war fronts. 

The ICRC could not be sure 
that the wounds had been suffered 
on the war battlefields and “must 
not depend on allegations made 
by the Iranian side" the note said. 

Iran had in the past prevented 
the International Red Cross from 
exercising its tasks with regard to 
Iraqi prisoners of war in acc- 
ordance with the Geneva Con- 
ventions, it said. 


Candidates stress Palestinian issue 


(Continued from page 1) 
will support it. 

“If they decided to solve their 
problem by peaceful means, we 
will endorse that and if they dec- 
ided to resort to armed struggle, 
they will get our full support and 
help." 

Mr. Abu Jaber. 57, hasa B.A. in 
history from the Beirut University 
College (BUC) and served 25 
years as assistant under secretary 
at the Ministry of Public Works 
and later assumed the position of 
director of tourism for three years 
at the Ministry of Tourism , and 
Antiquities during the seventies. 

Every candidate is aware that 
youth in Jordan form the bulk of 
the voting mass in the country, and 
hence special concern is given by 
candidates to this particular sector 
in the society. . 

A National Consultative Cou- 
ncil (NCC) member for the last 
three consecutive sessions, Sul- 
eiman Irteimah. is one of the 36 
candidates contesting for the 
Amman seat. 

Mr. Irteimeh. 59, in an int- 
erview with the Jordan Times foc- 
ussed in his election manifesto 
equally on all walks of life, pol- 
itics. social environment and eco- 
nomics. 

Mr. Irteimeh said that the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces are the cou- 
ntry's shield and their strength 
should be maintained. “The array 
is the glimmering hope to retain 
our lands," he said. 

The Palestinian cause, Mr. Irt- 
eiraeh said, “is the central issue 
and retaining the rights to the Pal- 
estinians is a national duty and 
should be attained without sur- 
render." 

He said that good relations wit- 
hin the one Jordan ian^-Pfilestraian 
family is a "definite. necessity." 

Mr, Irteimeh focussed also on 
the country's youngsters and des- 
cribed them. as the nation's future 
hopes and hence they should be 
assured of jobs according to their 
qualifications and specialisations. 

He stressed that all services 
should be fairly distributed among 
all citizens ?! wherever they .are . , 
whether in cities, or villages, or 
rural areas, dr. camps". 

“Villages, and rural areas are 
our real roots and we should go' 
hack there after providing them 
with facilities of modern life.** he 


said. 

“Women,” he said, “should be 
partners of men in both work and 
fate.” 

Mr. Irteimeh said women sho- 
uld be given equal chances in edu- 
cation as men so as to excel in their 
roles as citizens, housewives, and 
mothers.” 

Referring to agriculture, ind- 
ustry and coin rnerce, Mr. Irteimeh 
said that these three sectors sho- 
uld be strengthened and pro- 
moted. 

He said agriculture should be 
put under an organised plan that 
would guarantee the farmers 
rights and to promote the cou- 
ntry’s prosperity. 

Commenting oir national ind- 
ustries. he said they should be 
encouraged and supported against 
foreign competitions. 

Merchants also should be enc- 
ouraged and supported, for “they 
were the ones to open the doors to 
the world for our industries and 
trade.” 

Regarding education, Mr. Irt- 
eimeh cited concern for teachers 
and called for more establishment 
of libraries io villages and cities 

He said that teachers are res- 
ponsible for “our generations and 
hence their living condition should 
be promoted. 

The educational and cultural 
movement as well as sports should 
be supported. 

The retired people, whether 
from the military or the civilian 
sector, should be treated fairly and 
their situation improved. “Job 
opportunities should be given to 
retired people, the ones who are 
able to wo it”. 

Corruption and bribery should 
be put to an end because they are 
obstacles to the development and 
prosperity of the country, Mr. Irt- 
eimeh said. 

Tayei Ai Fayez, a businessman 
owning a contracting company, 
said that he nominates himself not 
to take pride in the post, but mer- 
ely and genuinely to serve the 
people. 

Mr. Fayez. 46. in his campaign 
programme, calk for political sta- 
bility. His political aim is to est- 
ablish a Palestinian state in a con- 
federal unity. “We will support 
the establishment of any Pal- 
estinian state the Palestinians call 
for." he said. 

Mr. Fayez. brother of the spe- 


aker of the Lower House of Par- 
liament. Akef A! Fayez, in an int- 
erview with the Jordan Times str- 
essed that the mutual und- 
erstanding between the Jor- 
danians and the Palestinians sho- 
uld be maintained. 

Mr. Fayez said that the Pal- 
estinians in the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories should be supported fin-, 
ancially and morally. 

He called for more assistance 
from the oil producing countries 
to the people under Israeli occ- 
upation. 

Regarding job opportunities. 
Mr. Fayez said that foreign labour 
should be restricted, giving more 
chances for local workers. “Imp- 
orting foreign labour should only 
be acceptable in fields that lack 
Jordanian workers". 

He added that bilateral rel- 
ations among Arab countries in 
exchanging labourers should be 
protected and promoted. 

Local industry should be enc- 
ouraged and supported provided 
“it is under supervision and of 
good quality." 

Mr. Fayez said that national 
industry should be developed in 
order to be in an export status. 

In respect to the military ser- 
vice. Mr. Fayez said that it is an 
honourable service but the dur- 
ation of the service should be red- 
uced. 

He said our defence capability 
and proper training should be pre- 
served. 

Mr. Fayez said, electricity, 
water, and proper roads should be 
' provided for all cities and villages. 

Agriculture, Mr. Fayez said, 
should be promoted and a com- 
prehensive policy should be est- 
ablished. 

Concerning working women, 
Mr. Fayez said that they should be 
provided with more facilities, “ the 
most important of which is the est- 
ablishment of proper and healthy 
nursery schools.” 

Jordan, be said, should also 
focus its attention on public places 
and gardens “so as people could 
enjoy themselves." 

Mr. Fayez in his manifesto calls 
for fighting the high cost of living. 

Mr. Fayez said that he does not 
believe in slogans, and that bis 
principle in life is honesty. “No 
word is of value unless it is put into 
practice.” 


VTC hopes to more than double 
number of apprentices in country 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director- 
General of the Labour Ministry’s 
Vocational Training Corporation 
(VTC) Mouther Al Masri said 
here Sunday that the cor- 
poration’s current five-year dev- 
elopment plan provides for the 
establishment of 10 major voc- 
ational training centres and 13 
smaller ones in different parts of 
the country. 

He said that more than half of 
these centres have already been 
completed and work on the rest 
will end with in two years' time. 

Io an interview with the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, Mr. 
Masri said that with the com- 
pletion of these new centres. VTC 
hopes to increase the number of 
apprentices and trainees from the 
present figure of 6,000 to 
15.000 

According to Mr. Masri, nearly 
25 per cent of Jordanian students 
complete their preparatory edu- 
cation and then are channelled to 


vocational education, but, be said, 
the number of students seeking 
vocational training should inc- 
rease gradually as the dev- 
elopment requirements of the 
country in torn grow. 

Also, the type of training and 
programmes should be amended 
with a view to ensuring a higher 
level of training, Mr. Masri added. 

Lack of i 


The drive to increase the voc- 
ational schools and training cen- 
tres in Jordan is due to the fact that 
the country lacks skilled workers, 
especially in the agricultural and 
construction sectors, now manned 


by non-Jordanians, Mr. Masri 
said. 

In comparison, be added Jordan 
has a surplus of university gra- 
duates. but who cannot handle 
jobs that require skill and special 

vocational training. 

Mr. Masri believes that Jordan 
will be self-sufficient in skilled 
Labour in a few years time. 

In addition to the vocational 
centres, the VTC holds short tra- 
ining courses to help raise the level 
of workers' skiH 

Besides the VTC, the Ministry 
of Education also caters for voc- 
ational training in Jordan, Mr. 
Masri said. 


Romanian envoy delivers message 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat Sunday 
received the Romanian Ambassador in Amman Andrei Cer- 
vencovici who conveyed to him a verbal message frbm the Rom- 
anian prime minister. 


Alia orders 
new effluent 
treatment plant 
for airport 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline, has ord- 
ered a new effluent treatment 
plant for the new airport. 

Pollution Control of Telford in 
the English midlands, is to provide 
two water treatment systems for 
the new Queen Alia International 
Airport 30 kilometres to the south 
of here. 

The equipment, worth more 
than £151.000. will handle eff- 
luent from a recently-built aircraft 
engine cleaning workshop and 
from an overhaul electroplating 
facility planned for the future. 

An ion-exchange system is des- 
igned to treat waste water for re- 
circulation and a chemical tre- 
atment system prepares other eff- 
luent for discharge to drainage. 

Pollution Control claims to be 
one of Britain's leading specialists 
in plant for effluent and water tre- 
atment. 

The company also supplies equ- 
ipment for electroplating and 
other electro-chemical processes. 


Bahraini social 
workers attend 
training course 

AMMAN (Petra) — Six female 
social workers from Bahrain are 
among a group of social workers 
who are attending a training cou- 
rse on ways of treating mentally 
handicapped and deaf-impaired 
children which opened at the Ins- 
titute of Soda! Work Sunday. 

In the month-long course, par- 
ticipants will be given theoretical 
and practical training in various 
methods of dealing with han- 
dicapped and retarded children 
who are cared for by various ins- 
titutions. 

They will also tour a number of 
these institutions in Jordan. 

Among the participants are 
university graduates with degrees 
in psychology, sociology and edu- 
cation. 


Intermediate 
management 
training . 
seminar 
begins 

AMMAN (Petra) —A 40-day tra- 
ining course on intermediate 
management opened Sunday at 
the Institute of Public Adm- 
inistration (IP A). 

The course, which was opened 
by BPA Director Abdullah Ela- 
yan, is aimed at increasing the par- 
ticipants’ level of information and 
developing their supervisory skills 
as well as raising their standard of 
efficiency. 

It »iw> aims to increase the par- 
ticipants’ familiari ty with various 
methods of scientific research, 
acquaint them with the relevant 
le gislatio ns in that field and with 
specialised areas of activity like 
administrative organisation, i 1 fin- 
ancial administration. 

They will also be briefed during 
the course on the major principles 
and projects enshrined within suc- 
cessive y national development 
plans. 

Lectures on the course will deal, 
with topics , related to the social 
security laW in which its many pro- 
visions will be outlined, financial 
policy in Jordan, the new income 
tax law, the civil service law, gen- 
eral wages policy and economic 
development. 

Takmg part in tlie course arc 20 
participants drawn from gov- 
ernment ministries and other sec- 
toral organisations. 


Phone call unit charge 
periods to increase 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The duration 
of one local telephone call unit in 
Jordan will from now on be six 
minutes in accordance with a new 
computerised system which con- 
trols the electronic telephone exc- 
hanges. 

Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) Director-General 
Mohammad Sha'id Ismail said, in 
accordance with the new system, 
any subsequent call unitor part of 
will be regarded as a complete 
additional call and will thus be- 


added to the subscriber's service 
charge as such. 

Under the old system, the first 
call unit lasted for nine minutes 
and subsequent ones for six min- 
utes. 

However, the rate to be charged 
for a single local call will remain 
unchanged at 10 fils 

The new arrangement, he said, 
will go into force once the ann- 
ouncement has been published in 
the official gazette. 


Chicken shortage to end 
by April, says official 


AMMAN (Petra) — The current 
shortage of fresh chicken in the 
local market is expected to end by 
the end of Lhis month, according to 
the director of the animal health 
and production department at the' 
Ministry of Agriculture. Dr. 
Abdul Ghani Al Nahar. . • 

He attributed the' shortages lo 
the effects of Newcastle disease 
which has affected a number of 


farms over the last three months 
causing farmers to suspend pou- 
ltry farming. 

He also reaffirmed that the dis- 
ease has been brought under con- 
trol by departmental vets. 

Dr. Nahar said that 4 million 
eggs for hatching chickens will be 
imported to make up for the sho- 
rtage of the fowL 


Military medicine talks 
inaugurated in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
director of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces Royal Medical Services. 
Dr. Daoud Hanania, chaired here 
Sunday the opening session of an 
international conference on mil- 
itary medicine. 

Altogether 40 physicians and 
medical specialists from seven 
countries are taking part in the 
conference which will review nea- 
rly 100 working papers dealing 
with injuries sustained in battle 
and particularly those affecting 
the spinal cord and plastic surgery. 

Medical specialists will also dis- 
cuss modern trends in dealing with 
tuberculosis and the effects of 
chemical weapons on troops. 

The specialists, who are drawn 


from Jordan. Iraq, the United 
Arab Emirates, East Germany. 
Greece, France and Great Britain, 
also held a general discussion 
about the 15 working papers 
which were reviewed at the mor- 
ning session. 

Also an international pha- 
rmaceutical exhibition was ope- 
ned in Baghdad to run parallel to 
the symposium which will also 
deal in detail with pharmacy rel- 
ated topics. 

A’mong the various pha- 
rmaceutical products on display 
are samples from Jordan and Iraq 
and nearly 50 other companies 
from around the world. 

Medical equipment and ins- 
truments are also on display. 


Abdul Jaber moves draft proposal 

Resolution to ALO 
condemns Israel’s 
settlement policy 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Jordan Sunday called on the 
Arab Labour Organisation (ALO) conference here 
to condemn Israel’s settlement policy in the occupied 
Arab territories and its violations of freedoms and 
the rights of Arab labour unions. 


It also urged the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) to put 
an end to Israeli practices in the 
Arab territories, offer all forms of 
assistance to Arab labourers 
under Israeli rule and to promote 
social and economic life in order 
to enable the Arab population to 
face the adverse effects of these 
arbitrary policies. 

Jordan's call was contained in a 
draft resolution presented to the 
conference by Jordan's chief del- 
egate, Labour Minister Tayseer 
Abdul Jaber. 

Iraq, Lebanon and Tunisia hel- 
ped in drawing up the draft res- 
olution , Dr. AbduJ Jaber .said. 

According to the minister, the 
resolution rails on Arab states to 
take all necessary measures to 
stop the implementation of a res- 
olution issued by the ILO office 
accepting Israel as a member of 
the ELCs Asian group. 

“This illegal and unc- 
onstitutional resolution is a fla- 
grant defiance of the win of the 
Asian group which refuses to be 
associated with Israel" Dr. Abdul 
Jaber added. 


The resolution -also calls on 
Arab representatives at the ILO 
headquarters in Geneva to work 
to abort this resolution. 

According to Dr. Abdul Jaber, 
the resolution also calls on the 
ILO to re-open its regional office 
in Beirut so that more attention 
can be given to the Arab area and 
more funds be allocated to the reg- 
ion's projects. 

In addition, he said, the res- 
olution calls on Arab states to 
support the nomination of Jor- 
dan's chief delegate to the ILO in 
Geneva Ghaleb Barakat to the 
post of ILO assistant director- 
general in the ILO secretariat. 

Earlier, the labour conference 
resumed its meeting under tins 
chairmanship of Dr. Abdul Jaber. 

The meeting followed two sep- 
arate meetings by representatives 
from labour unions and employers 
associations who are attending the 
conference. 

Discussions at Sunday’s mee- 
tings centred around the role of 
Arab countries at future ILO con- 
ference. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


VO A anniversary display opened 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the Datronane of Under-Secretary at 
the Ministry of Information Peter Satah, a reception was held 
Sunday in the main lobby of the Jordan Intercontinental Hotel to 
open an exhibition marking the 42nd anniversary of the Voice of 
America (VO A) and the establishment of the VOA regional 
centre in Amman. The reception was hosted by the director of the 
United States Information Service and the director of the VOA 
regional centre in Amman. The display is open to the general 
public untfl Thursday, March 15, 1984. 

Traders fined for infringing supply rules 

AMMAN (Petra) — Forty two traders were fined JD 30 each for 
violating the Ministry of Supply regulations. The militar y gov- 
ernor endorsed Sunday the sentences issued by the military court. 

Saket, ambassadors review culture links 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Education Al Saket 

Sunday received Iraqi Ambassador in Amman Ibsahnn Shuja* Al 
Sultan, North Yemen Ambassador in Amman Abdullah Aba 
Lahoom and Bahraini Ambassador In Amman Abdul Aziz Al 
Hussein each separately. Educational and cofcnral relations bet- 
ween Jordan and these countries were the subject of revision at 
these meetings. 

Korean art exhibition opens Tuesday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The North Korean embassy in Amman m 
co-operation with the Department of Culture and Art, will hold a 
photographic and books exhibition Tuesday at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC). The five-day exhibition, to be opened by minister 
of Youth, Culture and Antiquities, Dr. Abdullah ‘Oweidat, will 
' i n c l u de a collection of photographs and books portraying the state 
of art in and intellectual output from North Korea. - 



Musical of Charlie Brown to delight families 


By Anne Counsell 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — What will New York, 
London and Amman have in 
common next week? The unlikely 
answer is that all three cities will 
be simultaneously staging the 
musical production of “You’re a 
Good Man Charlie Brown”, a 
lively and entertaining show based 
on the characters in the cartoon 
strip “Peanuts?*. 

Due to open at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre (RCC) next week, 
Charlie Brown is the fzrsi musical 
production of its kind to be staged 
here and it will provide a complete 
contrast to the recent classical 
piano recitals held at the centre. 
Tlie colourful set and the bright 
clothes of the cast, together with 
the catchy songs and funny quips, 
cannot fail to delight adults and 
children alike as a day in the life of 
Charlie Brown and his friends is 


enacted on the stage. 

The show's director, Vanessa 
Batrouni. said that the idea of sta- 
ging a musical was initiated over a 
year ago and that, due to the sup- 
port and enthusiasm from the 
RCC, the idea began to mat- 
erialise. 

She also said that the Royal 
Theatre Club (RTC), under the 
patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia, agreed to sponsor 
the show as a part of their aim to 
promote all aspects of theatre in 
Jordan. 

No script! 

With the technical facilities and 
rehearsal space provided by the 
RCC and the financial support of 
the RTC. the stage was set for the 
production, but there was no 
script. 

Mrs. Batrouni said that the cast 


and choreographer, Casey Stangl. 
had to work from a recording of 
the show until the script arrived. 
Workshops in movement, dance 
and voice commenced in early 
November for both the cast and 
members of the RTC and reh- 
earsing Started in December three 
times a week. 

Casey Stangl said that most of 
the cast had some acting exp- 
erience in amateur productions 
and that they had generally been 
very enthusiastic about the show 
in spite of having full time jobs and 
other commitments. Because 
there were only six actors in the 
cast, it had been relatively unc- 
omplicated to organise rehearsals, 
she said. 

Both Mrs. Batrouni and Casey 
Stangl have had formal theatrical 
training and experience in staging 
productions and ibis, coupled with 
the enthusiasm of the cast, gives a 
professional air to the show. 


Popular appeal 

Mrs. Batrouni said that, alt- 
hough other musicals had been 
considered, Charlie Brown was 
chosen because of its popular app- 
eal as a family show and also bec- 
ause a small cast and simple sc: 
reduced many of the staging pro- 
blems. especially for a first pro- 
duction by the club. 

She also mentioned that the vis- 
ual effects of the back projections 
would provide experience * ir the 
trainee technicians at the centre. 

“You're o Good Man Charlie 
Brown" will be performed at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on Tue- 
sday, Wednesday. Thursday and 
Saturday March 13, 14. 15 and 17 
at 8.00 p.m. and on Friday March 
1 6 at 4 p.m. Tickets cost J D 2 for 
adults and JD 1 for children and 
are avafl.?hlf •« r*- . r 


T 

5 


h 


i-A 





JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY MARCH 12, 1984 


Middle East peace is a world responsibility 



Fine day for Jordan 

TODAY ushers In a new stage in our political life with Jor- 
danians voting to elect eight new members to the Lower House 
of Parfaunent. The members w31 effectively complete the 
number of 60 deputies in the House which remained inactive 
until January since its suspension in 1974. 

The by-elections, although limited in scope and area, have 
caused the candidates to unleash all sorts of slogans and app- 
eals to the electorate to win their votes. These slogans appeared 
in the form of advertisements in the newspapers or in pam- 
phlets distributed to citizens in the various constituencies. The 
fhet that so many personalities have nominated themselves for 
the elections (116 at the outset) indicates the pubifc’s thirst for 
true democratic life and partiamentary rule. Tfati there been a 
general election, the political advertisements, the mnnHW^f 
and the emotions would have definitely assumed much more 
elaborate proportions and the number of candidates, would 
undoubtedly have increased manifold. The leriets th »* rea- 
ched the public during the election campaig n mrlrful several 
issues of concern to the Jordanian citia»nf ranging bom ind- 
exing government salaries to inflation, to supporting youth 
activities and calling for aborting the Reagan initiative for the 
Middle East. The candidates represented all political and social 
currents in the Arab World; and their slogans reflected their 
views and orientations. 

In fact most contestants agreed on the need to engineer more 
progress and development in Jordan, and many of their leaflets 
appeared to contain programmes promising diligence and hard 
work for serving the homeland. 

The election campaign reaches a climax today as the votes 
are cast and counted. Whether the hopefuls are sincere in tbeir 
manifestos or whether the winners will abide by their pledges 
and promises is something that remains to be seen; one thing is 
certain though: the government’s handling of election affairs 
has indeed been exemplary and deserves our highest respect 
and admiration, if only for the true democratic atmosphere 
that has been provided for all the candidates and the electorate. 

It is, at any rate, our first experience in democracy and free 
elections in many years and we are more than satisfied with the 
way things have gone. May the best man win. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Enemies of their people 

IT WAS not surprising to hear the remanents of Village Leagues in 
the occupied West Bank giving up in despair and dissolving the- 
mselves. Ever since they had been set up by the Israeli authorities, 
they had been booked down to by the Arab population as spy agents 
for their Zionist masters, and so they remained isolated from the 
people. Members of the village leagues were considered as outlaws 
and therefore, wanted by law in Arab countries, because they cannot 
continue to play the role of a tool for the enemy and go unpunished. 

The Israelis had wanted to see the Village Leagues assume the role 
of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). but their real role 
was exposed by the Arab population, and their ambitions thwarted 
by the steadfastness of our kinsmen struggling under the occupation 
rule. 

Perhaps the last straw which broke the back of the village leagues 
was represented in the unanimous support which the Arab pop- 
ulation had displayed towards the Jordanian-Palestinian dialogue. 
That support constituted the death senience on the village leagues 
which found that they could not stand any chance at all and they 
could never twist or change facts about the Arab people's feelings 
and orientation. The village leagues* decision to disband was a ble- 
ssing to us. and we hope that the Arabs will benefit from past lessons 
and continue to thwart enemy plots. 

Al Dustour: Living up to the occasion 

JORDANIANS IN the East Bank go to the polls Monday to elect 
eight members for the Lower House of Parliament. For Jordanians. 
March 12 signifies an important stage in their political life because it 
marks the restoration of free representation and a resumption of 
democratic life in the counity. 

Return to parliamentary 1 life requires that the people must act in a 
responsible manner especially during the voting process in order to 
display their ability to abide by rules and maintain order and dis- 
cipline. We have to prove to the outside world and to ourselves that 
we can live up to democratic life and can carry out our duties and 
shoulder our various responsibilities in an orderly and civilised man- 
ner. reflecting our true culture and civilisation.' 

Monday's elections serve as a first step towards real and full 
parliamentary life, and therefore they should be run in a very proper 
manner to enhance Jordanian self-confidence and people's con- 
fidence in their democratic institutions. We hope that all eligible 
Jordanians will cast ballots Monday in order lo display their wil- 
lingness to shoulder responsibility and to prove their willingness to 
resume democratic life that the country has lived Jong without. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Gulf states discuss war 

THE GULF Co-operation Councii is meeting in Riyadh to review 
the latest developments at the Iraq-Iran battlefrom, and discuss 
means of supporting Iraq in the face of Iran's onslaught on the Arab 
Nation. The council realises that only Iraq can stand up to the 
Iranians and thwart their designs and attempts to occupy Arab ter- 
ritory. No doubt the council is now aware that Iran's thrust into Iraqi 
territory and its occupation of Majnoon island was only a first step in 
its drive to occupy Arab land and impose domination on Arab people 
in the Gulf. 

The council* s meeting is an important event coming on the heels of 
the Arab League s failure to convene an Arab summit for tackling 
the Gulf war and a host of other Arab issues. Certain Arab countries 
which chose to support Iran in the war against their sister Arab state 
Iraq have succeeded in aborting the Arab League's summit, bur they 
fail to realise that the Iranians are killing their own brothers and 
sisters, and are aiming at occupying part of their Arab homeland. 

The Iranians for their part seem to have forgotten everything 
about the real objectives of their revolution against the Shah and 
seem to be concentrating on one thing: occupying Arab territory' and 
extending Iran's hegemony over the Gulf region. 


By Hugh Caradon 

LONDON — We search Pre- 
sident Reagan's public statements 
day by day in hope that he may 
have learned lessons from the rec- 
ent terrible events in the Middle 
East. 

There was a time early on when 
he made the fundamental error of 
regarding the Middle East sit- 
uation as a confrontation between 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union. But now it is increasingly 
realised on all sides that a peace 
settlement must be sought not by 
confrontation but by co-operation 
in the United Nations. 

The United States has now acc- 
epted the possibility of another 
United Nations peacekeeping 
operation in Lebanon, realising 
that such an operation can be und- 
ertaken only if the Soviet Union 
joins in a United Nations Security 
Council decision for that purpose. 

So that at least has been con- 


ceded. that a solution cannot be 
imposed by the United States 
alone: a peaceful solution can be 
found only by international ini- 
tiative. 

The other main danger remains. 
It is the danger that the United 
States will continue by sending 
Israel massive supplies of money 
and arras to support the Likud 
government in aggressive action 
against its Arab neighbours. If exi- 
sting Likud policies continue, then 
more conflict in the Middle East 
will become inevitable before 
long. 

The record is indeed ext- 
raordinary. The Begin gov- 
ernment refused to withdraw Isr- 
aeli troops from occupied West 
Bank and Gaza territories when 
required to do so by the una- 
nimous Security Council .Res- 
olution of 1967. On the contrary, 
it has taken over more and more 
Palestinian land and water and 
built scores of Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza. The 


Begin government moreover, 
immediately and flatly rejected 
President Reagan's proposals 
made in September of 1982 and its 
programme of annexation of Pal- 
estinian land has proceeded apace 
ever since. 

Then, with or without the kno- 
wledge of the United States gov- 
ernment, Israeli Defence Minister 
Sharon undertook and extended 
the invasion of Lebanon with all 
its dreadful consequences of blo- 
odshed and suffering. And now 
the Israeli government uns- 
uccessfully having backed the Fal- 
angist faction in Lebanon has dec- 
lared that it intends to stay in occ- 
upation of southern Lebanon. 

In all this period the Likud gov- 
ernment in Israel has received the 
financial backing of the United 
States and was eventually rew- 
arded by the conclusion of the 
close political and military alliance 
with the United States only a few 
months ago. 


It is a story of extremist Likud 
aggression taking the lead and the 
United States following tamely 
and obediently in full practical 
support. 

The results have been what 
might have been -expected. In 
Lebanon the reaction especially 
on the part of the Muslim maj- 
ority, has been one of intense 
opposition leading to Muslim mil- 
itary successes. The Israeli and 
United States actions have also led 
to the alienation of Arabs els- 
ewhere. a development which may 
have very serious long-term con- 
sequences for future Middle East 
peace. 

It is instinctive to read the sta- 
tements of King Hussein and Pre- 
sident Mubarak following their 
recent discussions with President 
Reagan in Washington. 

King Hussein at once re- 
affirmed his main concern. In sen- 
ding his congratulations to the 
□ew Soviet leader, Konstantin 


Chernenko, he praised Soviet 
support for Arab causes. “Jordan 
and the Arab Nation," he said, 
“appreciate the positive stand of 
the Soviet Union in support of 
Arab causes and legitimate rights, 
especially the rights of the Pal- 
estinians to recover their land and 
to decide by themselves their fut- 
ure on their national soil. The pub- 
lic message was no doubt Intended 
for President Reagan as well as for 
Mr. Chernenko. 

President Mubarak con- 
centrated on Lebanon. When he 
left President Reagan he said that 
the invasion of Lebanon was the 
"root and cause" of the present 
situation, and he publicly called 
for a prompt and unconditional 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
Lebanon. 

This may be the last crisis before 
a new conflict. If the present pol- 
icies of the Shamir government in 
Israel continue — policies of con- 
tinued occupation in Lebanon and 


annexation of Palestinian lands in 
the West Bank and Gaza — fur- 
ther disaster will certainly result, 
and. if President Reagan continues 
to support such policies the Uni- 
ted States will cany the terrible 
responsibility of future conflict. 

It is an international challenge. 
The independence of Lebanon, 
the freedom of the Palestinians 
and the security of Israel are all 
attainable. Indeed they are dep- 
endent on each other. They are 
results attainable only by int- 
ernational action. We must hope 
and pray that all concerned have 
learned their lessons and that the 
Security Council of ' the United 
Nations — especially the per- 
manent members— will rise to the 
occasion. They must strive, in the 
words of the unanimous Security 
Council resolution of 1967. to 
guarantee “the territorial inv- 
iolability and political ind- 
ependence of every state in the 
area." — Arab News, Jeddah. 
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‘Iron Lady’ is reaping 
a persistent crop of 
political ‘banana skins’ 
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Arab News, Jeddah 


Reagan advocates a space shield 


By Rodney Pinder 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Like an int- 
ercontinental missile rising slowly 
from its launch pad. a national 
defence debate with enormous 
implications for mankind is lifting 
off in the United States. 

The subject is a proposed space 
defence system informally dubbed. 
“Star Wars” which could make 
the intercontinental ballistic mis- 
sile (1CBM). now the main ins- 
trument of nuclear warfare, as ext- 
inct as the dinosaur. 

President Reagan and some of 
his advisers believe a space shield 
would make the world a safer 
place. Critics contend it would inc- 
rease the threat of armageddon. 
and some say it would make nuc- 
lear holocaust inevitable. 

Both sides agree the system's 
cost would be staggering, dwarfing 
any other arms programme in his- 
tory. And no one is sure it would 
work. 

vlr. Reagan first outlined the 
concept last March, when he cal- 
led for intensive research into 
space-based defence weaponry 
that could knock out enemy mis- 
siles and satellites and protect the 
West without fear of nuclear ret- 
aliation. 

In theory the system would sup- 
plant the concept of Mutual Ass- 
ured Destruction (MAD), which 
many credit with averting wax 
between the nuclear superpowers 
for more than 3U years. 

Controversy has arisen because 
of the implication that space could 


m 


become a battlefield, the sta- 
ggering development costs and 
arguments that the United States, 
by seeking a foolproof defence, 
would make a pre-emptive war 
inevitable. 

Cost estimates for a complete 
“Star Wars defence by the year 
2000 range from 5500 billion to 
more than $ l trillion. 

Technologies mooted include 
X-ray lasers powered by nuclear 
explosions in space, earth-based 
laser beams reflected at their tar- 
gets by huge space mirrors and 
non-nuclear missiles that could 
destroy incoming warheads. 

Behind the wonder of the fig- 
ures and super-technology, there . 
is widespread concern about 
where the project will lead an ins- 
ecure world. 


Much of that was aired during a. 
recent debate at the Brookings 
Institution, a private think tank, 
where about 150 government and 
military officials, strategic ana- 
lysts. arms contractors, scientists 
and academics discussed the Star 
Wars concept. 

Mr. Reagan’s science adviser. 
George Keyworth. opened the 
talks saying the president was 
convinced peace could not be saf- 
eguarded by threats of massive 
retaliation. 

“ He knows that continuing rel- 
iance on improvements in off- 
ensive weapons as our sole means 
of deterrence contributes to a per- 
ception of a diminishing future.” 
Mr. Keyworth said. 

“He knows that technology is 
available, or becoming available, 
to develop effective defences. He 
is offering ... a sense of hope for a 
stable future where there is little 
now perceived." he added. 

The thesis was challenged fun- 
damentally by Robert Bowman, 
who directed Star-Wars dev- 
elopment for the air force from - 
1976 to 1978 and is now one of the 
concept’s main critics. 

History demonstrated, he said, 
that a weapon developed by one 
side was soon deployed by ano- 
ther. 

“If both sides had space-based 
directed-energy weapons, the 
onset of war would be inevitable 
and immediate." he said. 

“Either side could strike at the 
speed of light, destroying the def- 
ences of the other without war- 
ning. Whichever side struck first 


would have an overwhelming adv- 
antage. Under these cir- 
cumstances. ‘Hair Trigged takes 
on a whole new meaning." 

Other speakers said a space- 
based system would be highly vul- 
nerable to attack as satellites are 
easier to shoot down than rockets, 
and . the exotic defence shield 
could simply be swamped by the 
weight of missile numbers. 

George Rathjens, former chief 
scientist of the Pentagon's Adv- 
anced Research Project Agency, 
said he feared there had been a 
dangerous breakdown in the pre- 
sidential advisory system. 

“Does he know that the con- 
sensus is that 1(10 per cent defence 
is unrealistic? I doubt iL and it’s 
scary.” he said. 

“The president is proposing a 
technical fix for a basic political 
problem. Nuclear weapons won't 
go away and we' ve got to learn to 
cope by political means.” he said. 

But James Fletcher, head of a 
panel of scientists who submitted a 
secret report to Reagan last month 
on the viability of a Star Wars sys- 
tem. said 70 of the nation's top 
experts had reached a consensus 
that the idea merited detailed res- 
earch. 

“Nuclear war is the most critical 
problem of our time and the more 


By Harvey Morris 

Reuter 

LONDON — A persistent crop of 
political “banana skins" is pla- 
guing Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher's Conservative Party, 
casting doubt on her long-term 
future. 

After a crisis-littered start to 
her second term, Britain's “iron 
lady" is looking less sure of herself 
than at any time since she became 
prime minister in 1979. 

Although aides have tried to 
dismiss her recent troubles as sim- 
ply poor presentation of gov- 
ernment strategy, some partymen 
are worried that confusion over 
policy is more deep-seated. 

In the space of few weeks the 
“banana skin" tag has gained 





Mrs. Thatcher 

Mrs. Thatcher sought to re- 
assure doubters and rally the party 
faithful with a statement to par- 
liament this week setting out the. 


popularity as a cliche within Con- government’s objectives for the 
servative ranks and the opposition remainder of her term. 


to describe rhe government's app- 
arent ability to turn political vic- 
tories into public relations defeats. 

** It would be going too farto say 
that the knives are now out for 
her, wrote Conservative columnist 
George Gale this week, “but it is 
quite clear that she is not reigning 
over us with effortless superiority 
and unchallenged authority.” 

Although Mrs. Thatcher has no 
obvious rivals for the leadership, 
some Conservative eyebrows 
were raised this week by a surprise 
intervention from the party’s 
“kingmaker”, Edward Du Cann. 

Mr. Du Cann, a party elder with 


They read like the party’s ele- 
ction manifesto: “We aim to make 
Britain strong at home and inf- 
luential abroad." 

Mrs. Thatcher spelled out that 
she would riot be deflected from 
her monetary course, asserting: 
“We shall build on the success of 
our economic policies. We shall 
continue to work for sound 
money, lower inflation, lower 
government borrowing, lower int- 
erest rates..." 

The government's Troubles 
nevertheless seem to have had an 
effect on the electorate. 

The opposition Labour Party 
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on Mrs. Thatcher to make a dear 
statement of strategy to the party 
and the country-. 

The prime minister was working 
too hard and needed a deputy. Mr. 
Du Cann told a television int- 
erviewer “We've made some mis- 
takes and we've got some lessons 
to learn and ... some of the worries 
are really very real." 

Seizing on the “in” cliche. Mr. 
Du Cann said of the government's 
recent embarrassments: “People. 


““ X when lh *y have been eating ban- 
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sibility the better wc would all be. 
on both sides of the “Iron Cur- 
tain.” he said. 

“This will be the big debate of 
the next two decades.” com- 
mented the Washington Centre 
for Defence Information. 


' The most recent “banana skin” 
the government slipped on con- 
cerned a decision to ban union 


two years, has nudged ahead of 
the Conservatives in public opi- 
nion polls. 

One controversy that refuses to 
die is the row over her son Mark's 
business activities. Opposition 
parliamentarians want to know 
about his part in securing a con- 
struction contract in Oman on 
behalf of a British company and 
her own involvement. 

They refuse to accept her ass- 
urances that her family's business 
affairs are none of their business. 
Columnist Gale said it looked like 
a very slippery banana skin ind- 
eed. 

Mrs. Thatcher appears to be 
missing the public relations skills 
of former aide Cecil Parkinson, 
who resigned from the cabinet last 
year after a love affair with his 


•membership among some 10.0UG secretary became public. 


What is behind Punjab communal crisis? 


By Chaitanya Kalbag 

Reuter 

NEW’ DELHI — As communal 
violence continues between 
Hindu and Sikh in India's Punjab 
state, historian Khushwant Singh, 
like many of his fellow- 
countrymen. is asking why the two 
groups have turned on each other 
after centuries of living peacefully 
together. 

At least 80 people have died 
and about 400 have been injured 
in clashes between the com- 
munities in the past month. Dis- 
turbances began in Punjab after 
militant Sikhs launched a cam- 
paign for religious and political 
concessions 1 9 months ago. 

Mr. Singh, 68, a former new- 
spaper editor, politican and aut- 
hor of a definitive history of the 
Sikhs, is bewildered by the bitter 
feud between the groups in Pun- 
jab, home for most of India's 12 
million Sikhs. 

Mr. Singh, whose writings inc- 
lude acontribution on Sikhs in the 
Encyclopedia Britannica. des- 
cribes the Sikh religion as a ref- 
ormist movement. 

Sikhism was founded about 
1500 A.D. by a Hindu called 
Naoak Chand, who sought to do 
away with Hinduism's caste dis- 
tinctions and its many gods. 


Guru (teacher) Nanak. as he 
was known, distilled Hindu and 
Muslim beliefs and drew converts 
from both religions. 

“But his work held strong ech- 
oes of Hindu scriptures.” Mr. 
Singh told Reuters. 

Arjun. the fifth Guru, compiled 
the Adi Granth. the Sikhs' holy 
book with over Punjabi, whether 
Hindu or Sikh. 

“The Granth Sahib, as i: is also 
known, contains the teachings of 
every major Hindu and Muslim 
saint in India." Mr. Singh said. 

Arjun also founded the Sikh 
holy city of Amritsar, the hea- 
dquarters for the present Sikh str- 
uggle for greater autonomy. 

His execution by the Mughal 
Emperor Jehangir'in 1606 pro- 
duced the first stirrings of Sikh 
militancy. But it was Gobind 
Singh, last in the line of Sikh 
Gurus, who gave the Sikhs a mar- 
tiai tradition and the cha- 
racteristics of unshorn hair and 
turbans. 

Strung by Mughal persecution. 
Gobind Singh forged the Sikhs in 
1966 into a fighting fraternity cal- 
led the “khalsa.” a Persian word 
meaning “pure.” 

Some Sikh extremists now fight 
for a separate Sikh nation called 
Khalistan. 

Gobind Singh stipulated that 
the names of his followers should 


include the word singh (lion) as a 
way of avoiding the caste dis- 
tinctions of Hindu surnames. 

He also demanded that they 
should observe the five “K's” — 
Kesh (hair and beard unshorn). 
Kangha (a comb worn in the hair). 
Kuchha (a pair of shorts worn by 
all Sikh men and women). Kara (a 
steel bracelet worn cm the right 
wrist) and Kirpan (a holy subre 
carried by all Sikhs). 

Gobind Singh decreed he was 
the last Guru and that Sikhs sho- 
uld worship only their holy book 
after his death. 

Khushwant Singh says Hindu- 
Sikh links have remained strong. 
Until Punjab was partitioned in 
1947 when India and Pakistan 
gained their independence, each 
Hindu family in West Punjab 
(now in Pakistan) Taised its eldest 
son as a Sikh and Hindus even now 
worship in Sikh shrines. 

The only previous violent rift 
between Sikhs and Hindus came 
in the 1 920‘s when the forerunner 
of the Akali Dal, today's main 
Sikh political party, launched a 
movement to dislodge Hindus 
who had traditionally adm- 
inistered Sikh shrines. 

At least 400 Sikhs were killed 
and over 30,000 went to prison 
before the then British rulers gave 
control of the shrines to a Sikh 
temple management committee. 


“History is repeating itself 
today." said Mr. Singh. High up in 
the Akali DaTs current religious 
demands is the transfer of about 
30 government-administered Sikh 
shrines outside Punjab to the 
committee's control. 

“The Sikh's anti- Hindu par- 
anoia stems from a feeling of suf- 
focation. They lost a large chunk 
of territory to Pakistan during par- . 
tition. Then the Indian gov- 
ernment carved the states of Har- 
yana and Himachal Pradesh out of 
the remainder.” 

At least 2.5 million Sikhs pou- 
red into the Indian Punjab from 
the Pakistani side during partition 
and in the communal bloodbath 
Sikhs and Hindus fought side by 
side. 

Mr. Singh warned that if 
Hindu-Sikh tension grew, more 
and more Sikhs settled in other 
parts of India would migrate into 
Punjab, dislodging Hindus there. 

“Sikhs constitute only 52 per 
cent of Punjab's population, 
which is not enough to win total 
political control of the territory " 
he said. 

“But if their numbers are swe- 
lled by panic-stricken migration, 
the extremists will finally be able 
to accomplish their objective — a 
Sikh- majority province that will 
only be a hairis breadth away from 
a demand for secession!/' 


staff at an electric spy centre in 
western England. 

Union members tried to resist 
the ban but. faced with dismissal 
or transfer if they defied it, the 
vast majority caved in last week 
and surrendered their union cards. 

Conservative backbenchers, 
parliamentarians without min- 
isterial rank, deemed the outcome 
a doubtful victory. 

Mrs. Thatcher had managed to 
alienate the entire union mov- 
ement at a time when relations 
between government and org- 
anised labour were beginning to 
improve, the backbenchers pro- 
tested. 

They also complained of a lack 
of government sensitivity hi tac- 
kling a number of other key mea- 
sures. starting with a surprise ann- 
ouncement of controversial public 
spending cuts only a month after 
Mrs. 'niatcher' s landslide re- 
clcction last June. 

Some backbenchers say Mrs. 


Mrs. Thatcher was criticised for 
misreading party and public sen- 
timent in trying to keep him on as 
trade secretary. 

There is now talk in parliament, 
unconfirmed by Mrs. Thatcher 
aides, of Mr. Parkinson returning 
to government laier this year to 
resume his role as crisis- manager. 

But some commentators bel- 
ieve the government's problems 
go deeper than poor public rel- 
ations. 

They detect a drift, during Mrs. 
Thatcher's second term.' away 
from the uncompromising free 
enterprise policies of earlier years 
towards a more make-and-mend 
style of leadership. 

They say Conservative bac- 
kbenchers are confused because 
Mrs. Thatcher's robust rhetoric in 
favour of self-reliance and private 
endeavour no longer matches her 
policies. 

Expenditure and taxation con- 
tinue to rise despite Mrs. Tha- 


Thatcher has act done enough lo f“ r ' s picdecs t0 rcdu « bo,l ' and 
,1 : R - the government smears to have 


involve them in policy-making 
and that even ministers are kept in 
the dark about some issues. 

“Government isn't just about 
the exclusive exercise of power, 
it's about co-operation as well," 


the government appears to have 
lost its radical drive, according to 
its critics. 

A Commentator in the Spe- 
ctator magazine wrote of Mrs. 
Thatcher this week: “She is better 
at generating excitement than 


commented Conservative par- ideas. The truth is that she now has 
liamentarian Hugh Dykes. very few." 

Mrs. Thatcher aides are con- While Conservatives are not 
fident she can ride the present questioning her position as leader, 
storm and have taken to quoting the present rumblings indicate she 
former Prime Minister Harold may be losing some support on the 
Wilson's famous phrase that: “A right of the party, her traditional 
week is a long time in politics." power base. 
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Blossoming bamboo threatens 
Chinese pandas’ existence 


■A 


By Joy Ascbenbach . 

WASHINGTON -.The village 
grandfathers recall that ir .last 
happened during the time of the 
Long vtarchjn ihe i93(/s —bam- 
boo bursiingmto flower high up in 
the. mountains in the heart of 
-China's panda range. But no one 
.knows for .sure: 

It is certain that when some 
mysterious internal clock tells 
bamboo to- blossom, about. eveiy 
3 b. 6Cl or 120 years, ttagnals dan- 
ger for the- already endangered- 
giant panda. i - 

When-.baralx>o flowers. ii dies 
— within a few years. -And it can . 
take five to 10 years for new see- 
dlings to mature. In the meantime, 
there may be no food for pandas.’ 
which live almost exclusively on a 

few- kinds of bamboo. 

Arrow m bloom 

Arrow bamboo is now flo- 
wering more than K.trhO feet up in 
the Oionglai Mountains of Sic- 
huan Province. It is the principal, 
diet of the 125 to 1 So pandas inh- 
abiting China’s largest panda res- 
erve. Woiong. The same species. 
Arundinaria fangiana. also is blo- 


ommg in nearby. Baoxing Cou- 
ntry, where at least 2u(i more pan- 
das live. Altogether there are only 
about lKwifi pandas left in the wild 
in.Chiha. 

“There's the potential of an 
emergency.” according to Dr. 
George B. Sc halier, co-leader of 
the ppnda field research project 
jointly. funded by the World Wil- 
jcflife.Fund and the Chinese gov-. 
■ ernment. “The situation must be 
monitored carefully, and-we must 
prepared to help if pandas can't 
find alternative sources of- bam- 
boo." 

About 140 pandas straved to 
death in the mid-1 970s when ano- 
t her species of bamboo blossomed 
in anot her region of China' s panda 
range. That calamity was a major 
impetus in launching the panda 
research project, which began in 
1980. As China becomes more 
and more developed, pandas may 
have ah even harder time finding 
food. 

“The pandas in Woiong spend 
most of their time high up in the 
mountains. where the arrow bam- 
boo grows!" says Dr. Julian J.N. 
Campbell- who was plant ecologist 
for the World Wildlife project. 
“Now they will be forced down to 


try to eat other kinds growing in 
the lower regions, ■but there are 
people down there too, living right 
in the reserve. The pandas could 
be squeezed out.” 

And pandas need a lor of bam- 
boo. Each panda consumes from 
22 to 33 pounds of bamboo a day. 
Their digestive tracts' are able to 
extract little nutritive value from 
each plant, which has only about 
as much nutrition as an onion. 

Unexpected flowering 

The emergence of the tassel- 
like brownish blossoms in Woiong 
was not predicted. “A patch here, 
a patch there had blossomed in the 
last few years.” says Schaller.“At 
the end of 1982. only about five 
per cent was in the process of blo- 
oming. Now over 90 per cent of it 
is in blossom. We knew ir was bui- 
lding up to it, but we didn’t know it 
would happen this year”. 

Why bamboo flowers is still a 
mystery to scientists. “There's 
some internal mechanism, with a 
predetermined cycle. Regardless 
of the environment, when it’s time 
to flower, it flowers, and we have 
absolutely no idea what triggers 
this.” says Dr. Thomas R. Sod- 



Randa Habib’s 


Giant panda in China’s Woiong t Natural Reserve crunches a bamboo shoot (N.G. photo) 


erstrom. curator at the Smi- • 
thsonian Institution's department . 
of botany. ! : 

Despite the long intervals bek-> 
ween flowering, bamboo's preset* 
calendar remarkably causes all 
plants of the same species: whe- 
rever they are in the world, jioi 
burst into flower at roughly the; 
same time. '■ 

In China, government official s 
are now surveying the bamboo 


outside Woiong to determine the 
extent of flowering elsewhere and 
the availability of alternative food 
sources. 

Once this survey is complete, 
says Schaller. “we will know exa- 
ctly how seriously the pandas will 
be affected in the next few years." 
Food may have to be delivered to 
pandas in certain areas, or the 
pandas themselves may have to be 


Lrapped and moved to places 
where bamboo is plentiful. 

This year’s flowering of arrow 
bamboo will barely be noticed by 
the pandas at the National Zoo 
here. That species is not part of 
their diet. They eat several var- 
ieties of bambw that are home- 
grown in gardens in the Was- 
hington area. — National Geo- 
graphic feature. 


May the best man win 

TODAY ALL those of you who are over 20 years of age will elect 
their representatives to the por&ament. Having so many can- 
didates the choice ts not easy, especially that aH have promised ns a 
better future to such an extent tt*** we are made to believe that 
paradise has always been near at hand but that we did not know 
how to reach it. One person alone claims that If he is elected he 
would “liberate Jerusalem and give back to the Arabs their lost 
pride" in addition to democracy, a higher standard of living, lower 
taws and the abolition of unemployment and religions fanatisip 
(even though the latter is inexistant in Jordan). 

No candidate has promised ns however rainy winters but this 
might happen one day. 

Yes, truly heaven was there but It took someone to point to us 
how easily we could reach it to make us relise its nearness. A 
candidate , 1 was told, went even farther. In a refugee camp in the 
vicinity of Amman he eloquently said “dear friends, the “doc- 
ument” of Jerusalem is in my pocket", while saying so be took out 
a folded paper from his pocket. 

“Jerusalem, the liberation of the occupied territories, all this is 
no more a problem..." 

1 would have liked, however, to bear one of the candid ales take 
about our daily problems — those small problems that are not very 
important for these gentlemen, but are poisoning our life such as 
disappearing apples, followed by pears and onions. Hospitals, 
medical ewe, telphones, water and its extravagant bills, roads, 
trees that have been "shaved", social security... But it goes wit- 
hout saying that our candidates can take care of these problems 
easily since they can liberate Jerusalem. Good Luck, gentleman, 
and may the best man win. 


Shortwave listeners are to buy new sets j Now politics make Pozzuoli tremble 


By Michael Roddy 

Assoc iated Press 

“NEW YORK — Changes are in 
Wore for shortwave radio. Over 
-.the next 20 years, millions of lis- 
letiers throughout the world will 
Kaye to buy new receivers — or 
else the voices they hear will bec- 
ome so high-pitched they'll eve- 
ntually be unintelligible. 

“It's going to be a lot like lis- 
tening to Donald Duck" — the 
popular cartoon character ( whose 
voice is like a seeded -up pho- 
nograph record, says Walter Ire- 
land. a communications specialist 
with the U.S. State Department in 
Washington.. 

The reason is a recent decision 
by the international Tel- 
ecommunications Union (.ITU), a 
United Nations agency, to convert 
the world standard for shortwave 
radio broadcasts from the 
double-sideband transmission sys- 
tem currently used to single sid- 
eband: 

The change, under, discussion' 
for 1 0 years, will open up more 
space on the crowded shortwave 
dial, but also will render many exi- 
sting receivers, and transmission 
equipment, obsolete, a spo- 
kesman for the ITU in Geneva 
said. 

It will be done gradually, over 
20 years, so receivers and tra- 
nsmitters designed for the double 
sideband broadcasts will work for 
a while, but eventually they will 


not be compatible, the spokesman 
said. 

At the end of the 20 years still 
remaining double sideband (equ- 
ipment) will not be in a position to 
operate," said the spokesman, 
who asked not to be identified. 

“The 20 years duration will 
permit .making the -transformation 
at the lowest cost" because exi- 
sting receivers have an estimated 
lifespan of about 10 years while 
transmitters are good for about 
1 3, he added. 

The decision to make (he cha- 
ngeover was agreed upon at a 
Geneva conference in mid- 
February of 575 delegates from 
115 countries. A date for starting 
the changeover is to be set at a 
follow-up conference in 1986. 

Although no one knows exactly 
how many people listen to sho- 
rtwave, Leonard Marks, a Was- 
hington attorney who headed the 
U.S. delegation to the conference, 
estimated in a telephone interview 
tliai at least 100 million will be 
affected, many, of them in, Third- 
' World ebuntries and Eastern Eur- 
ope. 

Communications specialists say 
(he change will provide about a 
third more broadcasting channels 
than now are available, thus ope- 
ning up space on the crowded sho- 
rtwave dial. 

Third World countries lobbied 
strongly for the changes. U.S. sou- 
rces said. 

“The developing countries... 
feel they're not getting a fair break 


from the big guns" in access to the 
airwaves, Ireland said. 

But those nations also were 
aware of the enormous cost inv- 
olved. which is why they wanted to 
go slow. 

“Not everybody can afford to 
get a new receiver,” Mr. Marks 
said. “That's why the Third World 
countries did not want an early 
inauguration." 

According to the ITU spo- 
kesman. the changeover will be 
made by reducing by degrees the 
strength of the “carrier” radio 
frequency double sideband rec- 
eivers depend on to pickup bro- 
adcasts, so owners of existing rec- 
eivers will be able to use them for 
several years. 

“They did not want to put too 
many receivers out of business." 
said a radio specialist for the U.S. 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission who asked not to be ide- 
ntified. 

However, Michael Brubaker, 
vice' president for sales of R.I. 
Drake Ctf.fa U-lSr manufacturer of 
shortwave equipment, said many 
receivers now in use eventually 
will have to be scrapped. 

“It’s going to take the (ine- 
xpensive) transistor radio type of 
product and make it inc- 
ompatible,” he said. 

He estimated it would cost bet- 
ween 25 and Si 00 to provide the 
additional circuitry needed for 
single sideband reception on new 
receivers. He said devices to adapt 


existing receivers are “not vi ;ry 
reliable.” j 

In double sideband tra- 
nsmission. voice or music is a on- 
t acted electronically in two 'sid- 
ebands surrounding a carrier; fre- 
quency. In single sideband,; the 
carrier frequency is suppress* :d or 
eliminated and the broadjc aster 
uses just one of the sideband Is for 
transmission, freeing the ; rem- 
aining sideband for others tjc > use. 

Some experts say the quality of 
broadcasts will be improved . bec- 
ause all of the power of chi e tra- 
nsmission goes into the sidj ‘band 
containing music or voice . But 
others say it is harder to it me in 
single sideband accuraiel y. so 
“single sideband does not [ sound 
as good,” said Bruce Ka4 npe. a 
spokesman for the Any /erican 
Radio Relay League, ain org- 
anisation of amateur rad} o ope- 
rators. • I 

Manufacturers and. 1 bro- 
adcasters are just beginning to 
wake upto the changes in. store. 

Matsushita Electric IruJustries. 
one of Japan's largest rad io man- 
ufacturers and the seller of equ- 
ipment under the panasjoii iic brand 
name in many countries.: has dev- 
eloped a prototype of a s> ingle sid- 
eband receive/, but has ' no imm- 
ediate plans to market it, said Ken 
Shimba. publicity reyird sent a live 
at the company's U.S. | corporate 
headquarters in New le? rsey. 

“We are reaJy tec- 
hnologically... but we dy on’t know 
the market size." Mr. Sh imba said. 


Ax residents fame, James Buxton reports on plans for the town the 
ancients believed was the entrance to hell. 


POZZUOLI — The meeting on 
the future of Pozzuoli. the town 
near Naples which thousands of 
earth tremors have rendered par- 
tially uninhabitable, was an event 
in itself. 

Outside the iron railings round 
the hotel where it was held, a small 
but* noisy band of irate tow- 
nspeople whistled abusively and 
surged against armed policemen. 
Inside, nearly a dozen politicians 
and experts droned on for more 
than three hours. 

All the time, putrid sulphur 
fumes coursed through the air 
from the nearby extinct volcano 
which had been shaken only that 
morning by a tremor measuring 
almost four on the Richter Scale. 

A demonstrator burst into the 
room and launched into a torrent 
of indignant protest. But only a 
few Neapolitan gestures were 
needed from Mr. Vincenzo Scotti, 
the minister for civiT protection, to 
quell the disruption. : 

Mr. Scotti, whose previous suc- 
cess was fetting Italy's trade uni- 
ons to agree to a reduction in wage 
indexation, is grappling with one 
of the most intractable problems 
of European government. Nearly 
two miles below Pozzuoli. which is 
on the north side of the Bay of 
Naples, is a restless mass of vol- 
canic matter. Early last year it 
began causing earth tremors and 


the level of the city has been gra- 
dually raised. - 

By Iasi August, when the inh- 
abitants of the town took to the 
streets in protest, there had alr- 
eady been more than 2.000 tre- 
mors. By the end of the year, parts 
of the town, including the basin of 
the harbour, had risen more than a 
metre, leaving fishing boats high 
and diy and disrupting the ferry 
traffic to the islands of Ischia and 
Procida. 

Technically. Pozzuoli is suf- 
fering from a “Bradyseism" or 
slow earthquake. The repeated 
shocks have so damaged buildings 
in the old centre of Pozzuoli — an 
attractive jumble of colourwashed 
houses on a point by the sea — 
that they are uninhabitable. 

Some 43.000 people out of the 
town's population of 75,000 have 
left. Most are with relatives, but 
others are staying in tents erected 
by the army, in caravans, and hot- 
els. Even holiday homes along the 
coast have been requisitioned 
over the proiests of their genteel 
owners. 

The Bradyseism shows no signs 
of abating even when it does die 
down there is every reason to sup- 
pose that it will recur in a few 
years’ time (it last occurred in 
1 970). Seismologists do not rule 
out the possibility of a sudden vol- 
canic eruption; in 1538 a little 


mountain emerged in only a week 
after two years of tremors. 

You can walk into the crater of 
Solfatara, the extinct volcano 
above the town, and see the gro- 
und bubbling aDd gurgling as sul- 
phurous steam pours out like an 
ever-smoking bonfire. Not sur- 
prisingly, the ancient Greeks and 
Romans believed it was one of the 
entrances to the underworld. 

After the initial chaos of the 
evacuation the authorities moved 
fast, perhaps mindful of the then 
forthcoming local elections in 
Naples where Mr. Scotti is a Chr- 
istian Democrat boss. They dec- 
ided to reduce the population of 
the old town permanently, bec- 
ause it lies at the epicentre of most 
tremors, and would be hard to 
evacuate in emergency because it ’ 
is hemmed in. 

The present idea is for parts of 
the old centre to be rebuilt in a less 
congested way. leaving spaces 
which could become parks where 
delighted archaeologists could dig 
through layers of Greek and 
Roman history. 

While about half the evacuated 
population would go back, the half 
is destined to go to a specially- 
built new town at Monte Ruscello, 
about three miles inland from the 
old centre. Land has been app- 
ropriated and Parliament has app- 
roved the spending of Lire 400 bil- 
lion ($253.3 million) on 4,000 
homes for 20,000 people. 

Monte Ruscello is an area of 


low seismic risk and the plan of the 
new town, drawn up by the Uni- 
versity of Naples, is based on that 
of the Greek colony of Miletus in 
Asia Minor — appropriate, con- 
sidering that Pozzuoli was fou- 
nded by Greek colonists. 

Communications with the rest 
of Pozzuoli will be improved and 
Professor Loris Rossi, head of the 
project, says that the Pozzuoli of 
the future will be a “linear" or 
“polycentre" city rather than one 
clustered around one centre. 
Work on Monte Ruscello could 
stan in a few months. 

As the architects see it. the town 
will resume commercial activity: 
The port, fishing harbour and 
large fishmarket, already reviving, 
will be aided by the building of 
floating quays, so that the rise of 
the land will matter less. Tourists 
will saunter round a repaired and 
spruced old centre. 

But will it really be like that? 
The plan has already been att- 
acked by environmentalists who 
say that Monte Ruscello will be a 
“ghetoo” and the old Pozzuoli a 
“ghost town” — though it could 
hardly be worse than it is now. 

Qill the people of old Pozzuoli. 
whose ancestors have lived there 
for 27 centuries, be prepared to 
move? “ Who is to go would be a 
problem in any country" says Mr. 
Ennio de Crescenzo. an architect 
working on the project. 

— Financial Times news feature. 


HOTELS 


RESTAURANTS 


MISC. 


<fi) 

HOrElfJORDMr INTIk<C*Tl\FUAl 



(My at the Crowd ftottanrix 
Anrartti Bnat ftoUw nt 



LOUNGE 

PASS A COUPLE OF 
CAREFREE HOURS* 
LISTENING TO. LIVE 
bvtertainment 
6 PiM. - 10 P.1VL 



amman's leading 
discotheque 
open every night 
from 9 p.m. 
a meeting place for 
the dressed people 








. jA lJJ 

The Regency 





Tel: 660000/ 15 


Join Our Programme At y gj S3 

with CATS SHOW 

French Band CLAUD bIb SNOU - 

British Singer dosotbv| BATLLY 

TASTE OF ASIA / 

Every Suiay Nighfl . 

At f ■ <1 

AL MADAJFA RESTAUlhf iNT 
4 ‘FAR EAST SPEdALTITE ES’ ' 


Tuesday 

Champagne Soiree 

Delicious champagne 
punch is served all night at 
the A l Rababa Night Club, 
only 2. 000 JD per glass 
plus... we'll collect business 
cards twice during the 
evening and hold two draws 
for a free bottle oj 
champagne - Santef 


AMMAN 

.wad"** 



Monday 

1 

Ladies iEf fight Out 

, i 

Have Jim ci q theAl Rababa 
Night Clu b i and enjoy a 
complimet.it ary cocktail 
offered to rJ try lady present 
between 8 10pm... 


VtyAt Wte/' 

The place for 

the Gourmet i 


Delicious Cuisinewj 
Fresh Fish JJtyj 
Lebanese Mezzasl 
Excellent Service _ 

Tel: 842171 


842172 ^ 



Panoramic 




is* 

• 

oe'V* 

for 

Tel.| 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

AircoDditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
• in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tei. 38968 


wi/ 

AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba - 


Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday' Inn Hotel 


3 $chinese£ 

Rtitaurant 

TAIWAN 

TOURISWO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pol 
Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
i - 3:30 pan. 

4:30 p.m. - midnight 

TeL 41093 . 


Aqaba - 

Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 


CHINA 

RESTAURAN 


The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1.30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 



Executive Jet Charter 
and 

Air Ambulance Flights 
Middle East and Europe 
For details and reservations 

Call Tel: 91994. 94484. 93468 (24 hrtf 
Tlx: 21600 WINGS JO 


R ^nt A Car 


VU4dA 

668958 


SCANDIN/VIAN 

SHOWROOM- 


. A 


☆ Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ Wifeill units 
☆Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubQ for children . /_ 

☆ Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes 

☆Tax-free if applicable 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 


.The youthful 
style with an 
eye to the fiitu:*? 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents all ow the world 

Tel: 664090 Tlx : 22205 BESMCO JO 
Cafate NumBmImm. 

P.O. Boi 026487 
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Hosts Ivory Coast ousted 
from African Nations Cup 

ABIDJAN (R) — Hosts Ivory Coast were dumped 
out of the African Nations Soccer Cup Saturday 
night, beaten 2-0 by a composed and more exp- 
erienced Cameroon team. 



Jamal Hamza of Ai Tirsana the 1 util after scoring the first goal 


Visiting Egyptians beat Amman 


The result ended Ivorian dre- 
ams of winning the cup for the first 
time and threatened financial dis- 
aster for the African Football 
Confederation (CAF), the cup 
organisers. 

CAF officials were counting on 
the hosts reaching the semi-final 
stage at least, but Cameroun's 
•; 1982 World Cup stars put an end 
to that always improbable amb- 
ition. 

Now the likely prospect of 
half-empty stadia in Abidjan and 

• Bouake will deprive CAF of vital 
. revenue from Africa's premier 
l soccer tournament. 

- Incredibly Saturday night's 
1 crunch decider with Cameroun 
’ did not attract a full house in the 

35,000 capacity Houphouet- 
< Boigny stadium here. 

Only 25.000 people turned up 
1 for the most crucial match in Ivory 
‘ Coast's soccer history despite 
: months of strenuous media exh- 
. ortations to support ‘the Ele- 
; ptaams’. 

Live television coverage, fears 

- of violence around the stadium — 

• which proved unfounded — and 


greater identity with clubs than 
with the national team were all 
advanced as possible explanations 
for the lack of enthusiasm. 

The Ivorian manager, Simplice 
Zinsou. was gracious in defeat and 
acknowledged that Cameroun’s 
‘Indomitable Lions' were tec- 
hnically better-armed and drew 
on the experience of players like 
Roger Mill a, who scored the first 
with a classic header, Theophile 
Abega and the Cairo-based kee- 
per Antoine Bell. 

He described the match as a 
‘collective failure', denying cha- 
rges from dejected Ivorian jou- 
rnalists that wrong players were 
picked. 

“We had 60 days to try to build 
a team, instead of years," he said, 
referring to the two months int- 
ensive build-up which saw the Ivo- 
rians win a string of matches aga- 
inst second-rate opposition. 

Over 1 .25 million was spent try- 
ing to force the ‘Elephants' into 
the top lcass of African teams, but 
Cameroun showed there is still 
some way to go. 

After finishing second in Group 


A behind Egypt, the Lions will 
play their semi-final in Bouake 
against Algeria or Nigeria who 
meet in the provincial city Sunday 
night in Group B. 

The Egyptians, who had already 
qualified for the semi-finals by 
beating Ivory Coast and Cam- 
eroun, cruised through their last 
match Saturday night drawing 0-0 
with Togo in a lacklustre match. 

It was the tournament's first 
goalless draw and Togo, a dis- 
appointing and ill-organised out- 
fit, were lucky to go home with a 
single point from three matches. 

The Algerians will start fav- 
ourites against Nigeria after two 
impressive wins over Ghana and 
Malawi, who meet in the other 
match. 

Professionals like Belloumi and 
Madjer, who came on for 20 min- 
utes in the defeat of defending 
champions Ghana, are in dynamic 
form and determined to win the 
14th African Cup for the first 
time. ' 

But Nigeria’s Green Eagles are 
confident, despite an emb- 
arrassing 2-2 result against Mal- 
awi, and could still spring a sur- 
prise. 

Both will want to win, since the 
victor will avoid playing a pow- 
erful Egyptian side in the Abidjan 
semi-final. 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — The visiting 
Egyptian soccer team, Al Tirsana 
defeated their hosts Amman Foo- 
tball Club Sunday at Amman’s 
Sports City stadium. 

Two goals in the first half and 
three more in the second half made 
Al Tirsana’s tally five goals, white 
Amman scored a consolation goal 
in the middle of the second half to 
end the match at 5-1. 

Egypt's first division team arr- 
ived in Amman last Wednesday at 
the invitation of Amman Football 
Club for a series of friendly mat- 


ches with Jordanian teams. 

In the opening match of their 
visit on Friday Al Tirsana defeated 
Al Wibdat Football Club 2-0. 
Their remaining matches are aga- 
inst Al Ramtha Football Club and 
Al FaiaOjClubon Wednesday and 
Friday respectively. 

Meanwhile Egypt's other vis- 
itors Al Ahli Football Club, wit- 


hout their international stars who 
are playing with the national Egy- 
ptian team in the Ivory Coast Afr- 
ican Cup tournament, managed a 
goalless draw against national 
Jor danian league and cup cha- 
mpions Al FaisaQi on Saturday. Al 
Ahli will play a combination team 
from Fafcaflf. Jazirah and Al Ahli 
of Jordan Monday. 


Platini saves 

ROME (R) — Italian league lea- 
ders Juventus scraped a 1-1 draw 
against Sarapdoria thanks to a 
penalty by Frenchman Michel Pla- 
tini, while champions Roma clo- 
sed the gap on them with a 2-1 
away win over Napoli Sunday. 

Irishman Liam Brady, elbowed 
out of the Juventus sq uad two sea- 
sons ago, marshalled Sampdoria 
against the Turin all-star, side and 
coolly netted from the spot after 
Juventus' s Gaetano Scirea bro- 
ught down teenager Roberto 
Maocini in the' box. 

Juventus desperately searched 
for an equaliser, looking badly rat- 
tled by their last-minute 1^0 win 
midweek against Haka of Finland 
in the European Cup Winners' 
Cup. 

Salvation came six minutes 
from time when Antonio Cabrini 
was brought down in front of the 
Sampdoria goal. Platini unerringly 
netted from the spot to put himself 
top of the scorers' table with 18 
goals. 

Roma looked heartened by 
their 3-0 midweek Champions 
Cup win against Dinamo Berlin. 
Sunday, as then, veteran striker 
Francesco Graziani opened the 
scoring, heading a cross from Bra- 
zilian Toninho Cerezo after IS 


Juventus 

minutes. 

Early in the second half, Nap- 
oli's Brazilian Dirceu floated a 
well-placed ball for Pasquale Cas- 
ale to equalise. Dario Bonetti 
made it 2-1 for Roma minutes 
later on a pass from Brazilian 
Roberto Falcao. 

Fiorentina and Verona, both 
aiming for a UEFA Cup berth, 
fought a fast and flowing duel in 
Florence. 

Fiorentina’s Argentine Daniel 
Bert on i struck in the opening 
minutes and after half an hour 
Paolo Monelli made it 2-0 for the 
home side, who are doomed to fin- 
ish the season without their inj- 
ured midfield general Giancario 

Antongoni. 

Juventus city rivals Torino kept 
up their UEFA Cup bid with a 2-1 
win over struggling Genoa. Arg- 
entine Patricio Hernandez cli- 
nched it for Torino with 20 min- 
utes to spare. 

Relegation candidates Catania 
looked set to score their second 
win of a disastrous debut in the 
first division when they went 
ahead against Avellino early in the 
second half but Peruvian Ger- 
onimo Barbadillo equalised for a 
1-1 scoreline. 


I McEnroe devastates Lendl 


French fans acclaim 
return of Platini 
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CONCORD CINEMA 

(Al Salam) 

Shmeisani, opposite Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism, 
tel: 677420 is proud to continue showing the top world film 
for this season after Rocky I and Rocky II. Now you can watch 
the film which has broken all previous records in America 
and Europe and it is produced, directed and starred by the 
hero of "First Blood". 



Rocky III 

(in colour) 

Sylvester Stallone and Talia Shire 
Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30 p.m. and an additional show on 
Thursday and Saturday at 10:30 p.m. Car parks are 
available. 


Campbell of U.S. clocks 
fastest 60m hurdles time 


COSFORD, England (R) — 
American Tonie Campbell tre- 
ated a 4,000 crowd to a double 
record breaking performance Sat- 
urday as he ran the world's fastest 
60 metres hurdles indoors this 
year. 

Campbell, competing in a men's 
international between the U.S. 
and Britain, clocked 7.58 seconds 
to clip .06 seconds of a second off 
the British all-comers record he 
established in the corresponding 
match last year and .04 of a second 
off the American best held by 


Renaldo Nehemiah since 1979. 

But CampbelTs day ended in 
disappointment as Britain sna- 
tched a one-point victory in the 
match with a thrilling win in the 
final event, the 4x400 metres 
relay. 

Phil Brown, something of a spe- 
cialist in retrieving seemingly lost 
causes in relays, made up a 15 
metres deficit on the last (eg to 
give Britain victory in three min- 
utes 07.1 1 seconds. 

Londoners John Herbert and 
Ade Mafe also had a good day. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A second floor apartment for rent. Location at Jabal Amman 
3rd Circle next to Goethe institute. Consists of three bed- 
rooms, spacious salon, dining room, 2 bathrooms, 3 ver- 
andas, central heating and independent entrance. For inf- 
ormation please contact Mr. Kalisse 

telephone 41988 



On ail gifts, tableware, crystal 0 
silverware & porcelain. M' 



B RUSSELS (R) — American 
J< >hn McEnroe scored his 24th 
successive singles win when he 
de -vastated Czechoslovak Ivan 
Le ndl 6-1, 6-3 in the final of the 
$1 S‘5,000 Belgian Indoor Tennis 
Ch ampionship here Sunday. 

f i rfcEnroe, who has not lost si nee 
December, said: “1 played just 
abc >ut as well as I’ve ever played. 


This was probably the best tou- 
rnament Tve ever played from 
start to finish.'' 

McEnroe did not drop a set and 
lost only 17 games in five matches 
here. He served eight aces in Sun- 
day’s 54-minute rout. Lendl har- 
dly looked tike the world number 
one as be took only two points in 
the first three games. 


McKinney triumphs in slalom 

Wi ATERVILLE VALLEY, New Hampshire (R) — Tamara McK- 
inn ey, the reigning overall champion, put together two lightning fast 
run s here Saturday to win the first women's World Ski Cup slalom 
sine :e January. 

£ trigjtte Gadient of Switzerland, 21st out of the starting gate, was a 
surf wise second, 1 .13 seconds behind the American’s winning time of • 
1:31 L7S. 

Pi errine Pelen of France was third in 1:38.96. 


— FURNISHED DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT— 

Gn aund floor villa with deluxe furniture consisting of 
two bedrooms, children's room, salon, dining room, 
wit h central heatihg, garden and garage. 

Location: Near the Fifth Circle 

Call: 32981 - 35677 Amman 


FU FINISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two Ixfdrooms. dining room, salon and central heating. 


Behind Me lia Hotel 
Tel: 816564 


FOR RENT 


Unfurnished first floor consisting of two bedrooms, sitting 
room, d i ning room, kitchen, two bathrooms, separate central 
heating , private telephone and separate entrance. 

Location: Jabal Amman - Second Circle 

Call telephone: 30780 


By Derek Parr 

Reuter 

PARIS — Soccer wizard vlichel 
Platini, who went abroad and con- 
quered new territory, returned to 
France last week and reclaimed 
his native kingdom. 

A fire cracker exploded and 
thousands paid tribute with cries 
of “Platini. Platini" as the Lousle- 
haired midfield inspiration ill- 
uminated the evening with the two 
goals which lifted France to their 
first victory over England since 
1963, a 2-0 triumph two weeks 
ago. 

It was not bad for the young 
man who was turned down by first 
division club Metz after emptying 
his lungs into a spirometer on iy to 
learn he had "very feeble res- 
piratory capacity (and cardiac ins- 
ufficiency.” 

But unless French team chief 
vlichel Hidalgo manages to per- 
suade the sorcerer’s Italian mas- 
ters of Juventus Turin otherwise, 
it will be the last time Platini will 
captain France before the opening 
match of the European Cha- 
mpionship finals against Denmark 
here on June 12. 

YeL whatever Hidalgo's luck in 
securing Platini's release for four 
more international warm-up mat- 
ches. it was a fitting way to take 
temporary leave of the Parc des 
Princes stadium. 

The cheers rang far sweeter 
than the boos which assailed him 
the last time he played here fore 
Juventus against Paris Saint- 
Germain in the European Cup- 
Winners' Cup last October. 

Since that sad evening. Platini 
has been crowned European Foo- 
tballer of the > car. the first Fre- 
nchman to win the honour since 
Raymond Kopa 25 years before. 

Like Kopa. who enjoyed his 
greatest glory as a deep-lying 
centre-forward with the mag- 
nificent Real Madrid sides of the 
1950’s. Piatini had to take the 
route to exile to realise his full 
potential as one of the most exc- 


EXPANDING YOUR INTERNATIONAL 


MARKETING WITHIN THE MIDDLE EAST 
REGION? 

Pacific Ocean InternationalTrading Company (POINT) 

Ltd., is prepared to market your products throughout 
Jordan and other Arab countries, provided that: 

— Products are of good quality 
— Prices are competitive 

— POINT is granted exclusive distributorship rights. 


Please send product line information to: 

ai |1 j .-JI Jval/tjy LJJ 

Pincific Ocean n -13 -■ n' - *.'*— ]**— * 

In iternational Trading Co. Ltd . 

P.O.BOX 926896 AMMAN- JORDAN 


POINT 


iting players in the world-ranking 
alongside Rummenigge and 
Rossi. Zico and Maradona. 

His performance against Eng- 
land overshadowed the con- 
siderable skills of rival midfielders 
Bryan Robson and Glenn Hoddle 
on Wednesday, while in the Italian 
league his scoring is matched only 
by Pele's Brazilian heir Zico. 

“He’s dangerous of course. ’’ 
England manager Bobby Robson 
said on the eve of the match.*’ He’s 
a goal-provider and a goal-scorer. 
He's always in the game, dem- 
anding and commanding. We 
know his attributes." 

Awareness of Platini's sleek 
skills, however, was not enough 
for England, whose defence — 
one of the most competent in Eur- 
ope — was shredded by the mas- 
ter’s raking passes and caught 
wrong-footed by his goals. 

Those two strikes — a looping 
header and an arrowing free kick 
— finished England and brought 
Platini to wiLhin one goal of the 
French international record of 27 
held by just Fontaine. 

The accuracy of his free kicks 
stems from the practice his father, 
an ex-footballer and his son's gui- 
ding master, put him through as a 
teenager, setting up dummies for 
the boy to thread his shots past. 

The goals brigluened an und- 
istinguished night and com- 
manded the admiration of eve- 
ryone in the stadium except those 
England followers who had come 
to gouge lumps out of France. 
French fans, and — when that pal- 
led — each other. 

‘It's a beautiful week for me. 
Scoring two goals in the Italian 
Championship 1 against local rivals 
Torino) and two for the French 
team. I’m going through a good 
patch." Platini said. 

Yet. oddly, he never really won 
the hearts of French fans when he 
piloted Nancy 10 a domestic cup 
triumph and Saint Etienne to the 
league title. 

To his detractors, he was distant 
— even arrogant.*’ 1 know I’m not 
popular, but T ve decided to ignore 
praise us well as jeers." he said 
before packing his bags and see- 
king new challenges and a fortune 
in I(3ly. the land his impoverished 
forbears left 10 take a chance in 
the industrial east of France. 

Juventus snapped him up a few 
months after he had inspired Fra- 
nce to a 2-0 win over Italy, leaving 
his bemused marker Marcn Tar- 
dclli — scourge and downfall of 
many a fancy player •• sighing: 
“Tve never suffered so much." 

After the 19X2 World Cup. Pla- 
tini and Tardelli were on the same 
side at Juventus. who have just 
; extended the French star’s con- 
tract to 19X6. 

If the French public had res- 
ervations about Platini, the 2N- 
ycar-old midfielder has not made 
enemies inside football, and his 
relations with coaches and fellow 
players arc harmonious. 
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Pharmaceutical industry is. suffering 


LONDON — Theindustry which 
aims to cure disease is suffering 
from some serious aflmor^ j>f jts 
own these days, Although they 
have yet «> be listed inany medical 
joujcnals, researchers have com- 
piled the following list; ■ 

Onflexh atTVon: A nervous 
disorder which' has infected ding 
companies and health dep- 
artments world-wide .following 
the recent withdrawal of a number ’ 
of drugs. Side-effects: Painful del-' 
ays on new drug approvals; slow 
degeneration • of public con- 
fidence. r 

Acute Viral Cost-Cutting Sim- 
pfec A rapidly spreading virus 
which is triggered by major gov- 
ernment and private initiatives 
aimed at reducing the costs of hea- 
lth care- Particularly virulent str- 
ains reported in the UJC., France, 
U.S., Japan and Greece. Side- 
effects: Profit- growth deficiency 
for many affected companies. 

Hyperprofitosb: An insidious 
disease which infects companies 
which are particularly successful 
at selling drugs. Side-effects: Ras- 
hes of public outrage, increased 
government regulation, exc- 
essively excitable share prices. 

H a t fa hn cto's Revenge: A ner- 
vous disease which only infects 
large European and American 
drag companies; caused by the 
increasing success of Japanese 
companies in drug innovation. 
Symptoms relieved by rapid lic- 
ensing of Japanese products. 

Companies, of course, don't 
catch diseases. But the problems 
lisied'above are very real ones, 
which are seriously affecting drug 
companies world-wide. 

They are not of a life- 
threatening nature — the making 
and selling of drugs has been a 
robu&tly profitable business even 
during the recent recession. But in 
an industry m which losers are 
companies which earn 10 percent 
on their sales as opposed to 25 per 
cent or more, the ranks of losers 
over the next year or so look very 
likely to swell. 

Troubles are numerous 

The troubles have arrived on a 
number of fronts at once. 

A world-wide drive to contain 
health care costs is putting fierce 
pressure an drug prices and that 
pressure is expected to, mount. . 

The industry’s public image has 
taken a drubbing in the past year 
as a dutch of new drugs have been 
taken off the market following 
reports of serious side-effects and 
deaths. 

The next line of products, which 
are expected both to cure a wide 
range. of. diseases and cause min- 
imal side-effects, are still many 
years from realisation. 

For American and European 
drug companies the pressures are 
aggravated by stiffening com- 
petition from the Japanese who 
have targeted the sector as a cru- 
cial one for international growth. 


Traditionally strong in antibiotics, 
the Japanese are now moving into 
many other therapeutic areas. 

' The SI 15 billion a year world 
pharmaceutical industry has long 
been dominated by a small group 
of American, West German and 
Swiss multinationals who dis- 
covered many of today’s imp- 
ortant drugs and sold them 
world-wide in an inconspicuous 
but highly efficient manner. 

In order to maintain a powerful 
product range in eveTy major 
market, these giants developed 
the technique of licensing drugs 
from smaller companies -(and 
sometimes each other), usually 
reimbursing the licensee with a 
royalty fee. 

In sales terms, this order rem- 
ains, with companies like Hoeehst 
and Bayer of West Germany, 
Ciba-Geigy and Hoffmann-La 
Roche of Switzerland and Eli Lilly 
and Upjohn of the U.S. still ran- 
ked in the top 15 companies 
world-wide as they have been for 
decades. 

But this old ordeT, in terms of 
profitability and product inn- 
ovation, has been subtly shifting. ' 
Hoffmann-La Roche, for exa- 
mple, has seen net profit margins 
shrink to 4 per cent in recent years 
.because of the lack of new pro- 
ducts to follow Valium. 

At the same rime, Smith-fCline 
from Philadelphia zoomed into 
the limelight on the strengh of the 
remarkable product, Tagamet, the' 
anti-ulcer drug. 

GlaxooftheU.K. looks to be on 
the same path with its own product 
for the ulcer market, Zantac. 

Japan shows aggressiveness 

Japan's growing strength is best 
reflected by the fact that over the 
past three years its companies 
have been responsible for more 
than 25 per cent of the new pro- 
duct launches world-wide, com- 
pared to less than 10 per cent in 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

On their own, these shifts are 
not necessarily damaging ones — 
the industry has always been a 
competitive high-risk one in which 
companies are often stuck with 
marketing old products vigorously 
while waiting for research to come 
up with something remarkable. 

But shifting sands do not make 
an -ideal -bine on which- the ind- 
ustry can combat Its current pro- 
blems. 

At the same time, its public 
image has lost some of its shine. 

The important advances in hea- 
lth that it has provided — such as 
helping to add an extra quarter 
century to the fife expectancy of 
youngesters born in 1980, com- 
pared to their great-grandfathers 
born in 1900 — are now all taken 
for granted. 

* Side-effects have become! 
major feme 


THE BETTER HALF 


People today have heightened 


By Harris 



* 'Where's your male ego? 1 don't want to hit it because 
Aunt Harriet says it's very fragile!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bab Lae 


Unscramble these four JumUes. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortfinary words. 


YARDT 


{W M M.CIIIW 


CINEW 



ii mi y 


Prim answer here; 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 


expectations for medical bre- 
akthroughs and are more insistent 
than ever that their drugs should 
be .effective, cany a modest price 
tag and be free of side-effects. 

This last requirement is the 
most difficult for the industiy. 

“We are not trading in magic 
and the public is not entitled to 
expect it,” says Sir James Black, 
the prolific British scientist, now 
at the Wellcome Foundation, Bri- 
tain's largest pharmaceutical 
company. 

(Sir James was responsible for 
developing two of the world’s 
best-selling drugs, the H2- 
antagonists for ulcers and- beta 
blockers for heart disease.) 

Nonetheless, side-effects, real 
or alleged, have become a major 
issue. 

In December, a judge in Col- 
li mbs, Georgia, awarded a near- 
record $6 million in damages to 
the family of an 81 -year-old 
woman who allegedly died as the 
result of taking an anti-arthritic 
drug made by Eli Lilly called Ora- 
flex (Opren in Europe). 

Orafiex was withdrawn world- 
wide in 1 982 following reports of a 
□umber of deaths associated with 
the drugs use in the U.K. 

The issue was thrown into sharp 
relief by the decision of. Britain's 
health department to pull yet ano- 
ther drug off the British market — 
the sixth significant drug wit- 
hdrawal or suspension in the U.K. 
in just over a year. 

The case is a particularly painful 
one for the industiy as the drug's 
manufacturer, Farmitalia Carlo 
Elba, had been censured earlier 
this year for promoting a drug by 
taking doctors on the Orient Exp- 
ress to Venice. 

In a calculated office in sub- 
urban Maryland, Dr. Robert 
Temple, director of drug review at 
the U.S. Food and Drug Adm- 
inistration, expresses sorrow over 
these withdrawals. He and others 
believe that Orafiex was over- 
promoted, thus damaging the ind- 
ustry as a whole. 

“Well, it -came back to bite 
them, h came back to bite eve- 
rybody. to bite the whole ind- 
ustry,*' says Dr. Temple. 

The antidote for these bites, the 
industry believes, lies with pro- 
ducing safer, more effective drugs. 

Across from Lilly's sprawling 
red-bridnie&iquarters, a $60 mil- ■■ 
lion research complex is under 
construction. That facility, Lilly 
hopes, will give its scientists the 
resources necessary to find the 
answers to a hpst of chronic con- 
ditions. such as asthma and art- 
hritis, as well as cancer and heart 
disease. 

Scientists at the other major 
companies echo the same theme: 

The breakthrough to und- 
erstanding the process of the body 
at the cellular level is in hand. The 
□ext wave of drugs will actually 
direct themselves to the source of 
the problem, rather than affect the 
whole body. They will help to 
cure, rather than treat; they will 
help protect the body from attack. 

Some of these drugs already 
exist, Tagamet, and the beta blo- 
ckers pioneered by ICI. But the 
next stage, scientists caution, will 
take between seven and 10 years' 
before even clinical trials can 
begin. And in the meantime, the 
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industry must fight off a challenge 
from another quarter. 

Price of heatth care is under 
serious review 

Long tolerated by a public gra- 
teful for any new medical advance, 
the price of health care is now 
under serious review the world 
over. 

Statistics abound, but perhaps 
one of the most significant is Gen- 
eral Motors’ recent disclosure that 
it pays more for employee health 
insurance than it does for the steel 
in its cars. 

Just last October, the U.S. gov- 
ernment radically changed the sys- 
tem for reimbursement for 
federally-sponsored Medicaid and 
Medicare programmes. 

These schemes will now rei- 
mburse hospitals according to a 
fixed scale of fees, as opposed to 
an open-ended reimbursement 
per patient. In looking for eco- 
nomies. hospitals are expected to 
stan by squeezing the drug com- 
panies. 

Funhermore, doctors and hos- 
pitals throughout the U.S. are beg- 
inning to organise into units which 
promote themsleves to companies 
as a cheap alternative to est- 
ablished health insurance pro- 
grammes. 

These units, called Preferred 
Provider Organisations, are run 
by administrators who are already 
proving to be less receptive to sal- 
esmen bearing expensive new 
drugs when effect ive, cheaper the- 
rapy for the disease in question 
may already exist. 

Similar moves have been cat- 
ching on around the globe. 

None goes out of business 

“We're going to be seeing a lot 
more pressure on pricing, mar- 
keting aTtd promotion world- 
wide,” predicts Dr. Bernanrd 
Cana van, a Scotsman who is pre- 
sident of Wyeth International, a 
division of American Home' Pro- 
ducts, one of the world’s largest 
drug companies. 

“In fact, whfen they do put the 
squeeze on pharmaceutical com- 
panies, none of them go out of 
business. They complain and they 
bitch, but they are still there. So 
governments have an incentive to 
squeeze more.” 

- The industiy is- already pre- 
paring itself for these cuts with a 
two-pronged strategy: One. find 
more cost-effective drugs; two. 
prove the cost-effectiveness of 
drug therapy through new res- 
earch. 

Unfortunately, in the first case, 
many of the companies are rus- 
hing down the same road. 

For example, every major U.S. 
company is now looking for a 
powerful, oral antibiotic which 
will need fewer administrations 
and will thus free hospital staff 
time for other chores. 

“Will we need 19 of these 
things?" asks an FDA executive. 

Nevertheless, new products are 
the key. 

“The only weapons we’ve got 
are better products,” says Mr. 
Barry Cohen, bead of Merck’s int- 
ernational division. “If we don’t 
find them, then we don't deserve 
to succeed". — Financial Times 
news feature. - 
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British miners look 
split over strike call 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 180,000 coal miners app- 
eared split Sunday over trade union calls for an 
all-out strike against pit closures, and support see- 
med to be emerging for a national ballot of members 
to decide the issue. 


The left-wing leadership of the 
National Union of M’meworkers 
has resisted pressure for such a 
ballot after failing in previous 
years to win the necessary 55 per 
cent support for two strike rec- 
ommendations. 

The present dispute accelerated 
after the state-run National Coal 
Board announced plans for the 
phased shutdown of 20 pits, off- 
icially deemed uneconomical, 
with the loss of 20.000 jobs. 

.Local-strikes in the biggest coa- 
lfield. in the nonh English region 
of Yorkshire, and in Scotland, 
were declared official by union 
leaders who expressed hope that a 
domino effect would bring out the 
other areas. 

A national coal strike 10 years 
ago led to a general election in 
which the then Conservative 
prime minister, Mr. Edward 
Heath. lost to the left-of-centre 
Labour Party. 

But now commentators say that 
miners are apparently less willing 
to lose pay and follow their leaders 


without question into a con- 
frontation with Conservative 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher. 

Strikes have also been called in 
Durham in northeast England and 
Kent in southeast England, but 
other coalfields are holding local 
votes or meetings to decide their 
action. 

Yorkshire is expected io be sol- 
idly behind the stoppage, but 
there were heated differences 
Saturday among Scottish miners, 
normally a militant area. 

A meeting at the biggest of Sco- 
tland's 10 pits — Bilston Glen 
near Edinburgh — ended in upr- 
oar after some men demanded a 
vote on the strike call and then 
tried to pass a vote of no con- 
fidence in the local union com- 
mittee. 

The strike climaxes five months 
of unrest arising from a union ban 
on overtime working in support of 
a wage claim and the refusal of the 
board to make concessions. 


Egypt about to change 
foreign exchange rules 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt is about to 
introduce new exchange reg- 
ulations to prevent trading of for- 
eign currency on the illegal free 
market in what economic experts 
here see as an effective dev- 
aluation of the Egyptian pound. 

The regulations, recommended 
by Egypt’s central bank, are des- 
igned to unify Egypt’s diverse for- 
eign exchange rates and to attract 
remittances through legal cha- 
nnels by an estimated 3.5 million 
Egyptians who work in Arab oil- 
producing states or elsewhere. 

Officials said this would be done 
by setting a rate of LI 2 pounds to 
the U.S. dollar for remittances of 
workers against an official rate of 
0.84 pounds to the dollar. 

Last year, private banks were 
authorised to offer an incentive 
rate somewhat better than the off- 
icial rate to attract workers' 
money. This rate went up to 1 .08 
pounds to the dollar late last year. 


The officials said the reg- 
ulations also involve the financing 
of imports without the need to 
transfer currency. 

This could be done by either 
authorising cashiers’ offices to 
provide foreign currency for imp- 
orts or to arrange for foreign 
banks to finance import tra- 
nsactions without transfer of cur- 
rency. 

The economic experts noted 
that the move would only amount 
to removal of a “smoke screen” 
since much of the money remitted 
by workers abroad has been cas- 
hed on the free market. 

They said it would do nothing lo 
help Egypt's economy, strained by 
a population of nearly 47 million 
and foreign debts of $1 6 to $19 
billion. 

Total remittances by Egyptians, 
now the chief source of foreign 
currency, are expected to top $3 
billion for the fiscal year ending 
June 30. 


Cresson seeks Qatari 
investments in France 

DOHA (R) — French Foreign Trade and Tourism minister Edith 
Cresson Sunday held talks with Qatar's ruler, Shejkh Khalifa Ibn 
Hamad AJ Thani, on possible Qatari investments in France. 

Mrs. Cresson, who arrived here Saturday night on the third leg of a 
Middle East tour, told reporters a delegation from the French finance 
ministry was due here in May to discuss the prospects of Qatari 
investments. 

Mis. Cresson said the fall in her country* s trade volume with Qatar 
last year was due to world recession, France’s policy of diversifying 
the sources of its oil supplies and its growing dependence on energy 
sources other than oil. 
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OPEC fund to sign 
eight new agreements 

VIENNA (OPECNA) — The OPEC Fund for International Dev- 
elopment will sign agreements for seven loans and one grant Monday 
with developing countries from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

According to an official source, the amount involved will be over 
S33 million. 

The loans will be for projects in agriculture, roads, irrigat ion, water 
supply, sewerage and hydro-electricity. 

TTie grant will be for subscription to the Common Fund for Com- 
modities. 

Ministers of finance, public works and planning are expected to 
sign on behalf of the rec ipients. 

FORECAST FOB MONDAY, MARCH 12, 1M4 

"W Tf YOUR DAILY ' 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute ■ 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: An unusually good day 
and evening to make a success in your long-range plans. 
Improve you home and family conditions. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Make conditions at home 
more as you want them to be. Handle business affairs 
well Invite guests into your home. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Improve your posses- 
sions as well as association matters. State your aims to 
partners and gain their cooperation. Have fun. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Improve the value of 
your holdings with the aid of experts. Get more than 
one estimate before coining to a decision about repairs. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Go after your 
personal aims without all that deliberating. Contact 
friends who can be helpful in social matters. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Seek out experts in your field 
so that you can advance more quickly. Later be roman- 
tic with your mate and have a delightful time together. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Expand your interests 
and become more affluent Be with good friends who can 
be helpful to you. State your aims clearly. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Good day to make pro- 
gress in the outside world and in personal affairs. Make 
you home the center of your activities. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Any changes you feel 
are for the best can now be made in the A.M. Follow 
your hunches particularly where it concerns new 
contacts. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Fine day for 
making deals with others. Be more romantic with your 
mate and have a wonderful time together. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Agreemwnt with 
partners is possible today since they will listen to your 
views. Come to a meeting of minds with others. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get every phase of 
your job attended to today. If a co-worker has been dif- 
ficult. try to remedy the problem, Take it easy tonight. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Study your amusements 
and, know which you want to indulge in. Command a 
greater income. -Perfect your finest talents. 

IF YOUR CTIILD IS BORN TODAY ...he or she will < 

be one who will understand the needs and desires of the 
public. Teach to be more objective so that a martyr com- 
plex will not develop. One who is eager to make money 
and will not care for too much formal education. 

* * * 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel.” What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

© 1984, The McNaught Syndicate, Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword bys B nie,B.wi,i««. 



ACROSS 
1 Husband of 
Jezebel 
5 Locomotive 
sections 
9 Dogpatch 
creator 

13 Underground 

vaults 

15 Mollify 

17 US drama- 
tist 

18 Tiemay- 
Webb film 

19 Computer 
memory 

20 Season 

21 Keystone 
State 
founder 

24 Filches 


28 Farm unit 

29 Egyptian 
light god 

30 Irritating 
persons 

35 Shortly 

38 Houston 
athlete 

38 Leave out 

39 Aversion 

41 Stay 

42 Bart or 
Rlngo 

44 Flat cap 

45 US philan- 
thropist 

50 Frog, often 

51 Student 

56 US painter 

57 US philan- 
thropist 


Saturday'! Puzzta Salved: 


□aaiiiua □□an uau 
□uuiuHia atma uua 
auHtiaa uuuaaaaa 
□□□a aauaaaa 
aaaaaaua aaau 
□□a unsaiiaa 
uuuua aaaauaaaa 
□□UBiiacJ anaaaaa 
aoaaaaaaa. □aaau 
□□aaciLi □□□ 

lsluju aaaaauaa 
LHjaanau amua 
aauaaaaa uaaaaa 
□ua □□aa aaaaaa 
man naaa aaaaaa 


59 Grown 
person 

60 Changes the 
structure of 

61 Puhorders 

62 Gang 
follower 

83 USSR 
negative 

DOWN 

1 Experts 

2 Stop , 

3 Vapor, 
comb, form 

4 Max or 
Buddy 

5 Short- 
legged dogs 

8 Swiss 
writer 

7 Eng. telly 
monogram 

8 Comp. pL 

9 Peace pipe 
10 “His word 

burned 


11 Feather 

12 Writing 
marie abbr. 

14 Moves 


24 Food fish 

25 - Tennllle 

26 Cupid 

27 Relative 

31 Ear part 

32 Arabian 
prince 

33 Carnival 
attraction 

34 Printer's 
word 

36 Fur mer- 
chant 

37 Celebrity 

40 Upward 
slopes 

41 Patterned 
vowel 
change 

43 Make brake 
drum repair 

45 Movie lion 

46 F. Scott's 
wife 

47 Dufy the 
painter 

48 “Behold — 


49 The Merry 
Widow" 
composer 
52 Kansas 


16 Story 

53 Not any 

20 Florentine 

54 RobL — | 

painter 

55 Relax 

22 Light giver 

57 McMahon and 

23 Bakery 

Ames 

worker 

58 Permit 
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Hart beats Mondale 


in Wyoming caucuses 


CHEYENNE, Wyoming (R) — Senator Gary Hart 
scored his fourth consecutive victory over former 
Vice President Waiter Mondale in the Democratic 
presidential race by winning a majority of delegates 
in Wyoming state caucuses Sunday. 


The Colorado senator won 61 
per cent of the vote compared to 
36 percent for Mr. Mondale in the 
state's 23 county caucuses. 

Sen. Hart bad been favoured to 
win Wyoming and Hart organisers 
called the voting “an ove- 
rwhelming victory." But Mr. 
Mondale's State Co-ordinator 
Tom Cosgrove said that because 
Sen. Hart’s margin was not larger, 
it was a “moral victory" for Mr. 
Mondale. 

A record caucus turnout gave 
Sen. Hart 2,120 votes to Mr. 
Mondale’s 1,267. Civil rights lea- 
der Jesse Jackson won 15 votes, 
former Senator Geroge McG- 
overn eight, and Ohio Senator 
John Glenn three. There were 104 
uncommitted votes. 

Sen. Hart preparing for his big 
challenge to Mr. Mondale in nine 
state primary polls and caucuses 
on Tuesday, told reporters in 
Washington: 

“I have always said 1 thought 
that the (Republican-dominated) 
western states could be brought 
into the Democratic column and 


that a western candidate could do. 


1L 


Dave Freudenthal state Dem- 
ocratic chairman, said Sen. Hart 
carried at least seven and perhaps 
eight of the dozen Wyoming del- 
egates at stake. The delegates will 
vote at the Democratic con- 
vention this summer that will nom- 
inate the challenger to President 
Reagan. 

Mondale did not campaign in 
Wyoming. Sen. Hart tailed the 
state rive times in the last year, and 
his wife and daughter recently 
campaigned there. 


would lag behind Mr. Reagan 33 
to 50. 

The poll, conducted by CBS 
News, showed that in just two 
weeks support for Sen. Han 
among people voting in Dem- 
ocratic primary elections rose 
from seven percent ot38 percent. 
Backing for Mr. Mondale slumped 
from 57 per cent to 31 per cent 


The earlier figures were reg- 
istered in a CBS-New York Times 
poll conducted just before the 
New Hampshire primary 11 days 
ago in which Sen. Hart scored an 
upset victory over Mr. Mondale. 

CBS said: “A comparable tra- 
nsformation of public opinion on 
any subject is hard to recall. Cer- 
tainly, in the history of the polling 
of presidential preference there is 


ernational nuclear freeze while 
campaigning for Tuesday’s major 
round of Democratic presidential 
primary elections. ' 

“We must provide the moral 
leadership to stop and halt and 
dramatically reverse the most 
dangerous nuclear arms race once 
and for all,'' Sen. Han told a che- 
ering rally. 

Sen. Han said he supported 
negotiating a freeze on the pro- 
duction and deployment of new 
nuclear weapons, a moratorium 
on testing such weapons, a ban on 
armaments in space and an end to 
nuclear proliferation in non- 
nuclear countries. 


none. 


PoO favours Hart 


The surge in favour of Sen. Hart 
cover Mr. Mondale in the Dem- 
ocratic Party presidential nom- 
ination contest is unprecedented, 
according to a new opinion poll 
released in New York Saturday. 

The poll also showed that if ele- 
ctions were held now Sen. Hart 
would be trailing Ronald Reagan 
by only four percent — 40 to 44 — 
of the vote while Mr. Mondale 


The poll involved a random 
sampling of 1,744 people, of 
whom 567 were potential Dem- 
ocratic primary voters. A Gallup 
poll two days ago put Sen. Hart 
ahead of Mr. Reagan 52 to 43 per 
cent. 


Scientists support Hart 


WORCESTER, Massachusetts 
(R) — Senator Gray Hart Sat- 
urday received the backing of sci- 
entists dedicated to an int- 


Caii Sagan, author of several 
books on the universe and a pro- 
minent proponent of a freeze, was 
one of the scientists backing the 
Colorado senator. 

Sen. Hart is expected to gain a 
solid victory in the Massachusetts 
primary and to score well in sou- 
thern states. 

Asked what be would do as pre- 
sident about the dangerous 
growth of indebtedness of Third 
World countries. Sen. Hart said 
the United States had no choice 
but to back loans through int- 
ernational lending organisations 
to Brazil and other nations that 
appeared capable of recovery. 


‘Super Tuesday’ to decide Hart’s 


future as Democratic candidate 


By David Nagy 

Ratter 


WASHINGTON — Booming 
support for rising presidential con- 
tender Gary Hart wifl get its first 
nationwide test on Tuesday when 
nine states from the Atlantic to 
Hawaii ballot for Democratic 
candidates. 

The 47-year-old Colorado Sen- 
ator, who is running as a new gen- 
eration leader in the mould of the 
late President Kennedy, swept to 
victory in three small New Eng- 
land states with heavily white and 
rural populations. 

Or* what has been dubbed 
“super Tuesday", Democrats and 
independents In nine states from 
the Atlantic coast to Hawaii in the 
Pacific Ocean will cast votes in 
primary and caucus ballots for 505 
of the 3,933 delegates who will 
choose the Democratic candidate 
at the party convention in July. 

Blacks and whites, farmers and 
city dwefflers, rich and poor, exe- 
cutives ami trades unionists will be 
voting in a more sweeping test of 
political strength than anything 
the meteorically rising Hart has 
faced so far. 

Former Vice-President Walter 
Mondale, the unquestioned 
front-runner until the surge of 
enthusiasm for Mr. Hart, wfli 
learn the true value of the backing 
from organised labour and costly 
political machine that once made 
him look unbeatable. 

Sen. Hart expected Sunday to 
take on his badly-shaken rivals 
Mr. Mondale, Mr. John Glenn, 
Reverend Jesse Jackson and Mr. 


George McGovern in the last tel- 
evision debate before Tuesday’s 
contest. 

The major battleground wfll be 
the southern states of Florida. 
Alabama and Georgia but there 
are also ballots in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Nevada. Okl- 
ahoma, Washington state and 
Hawaii 

The rise of Sen. Hart was so 
swift that it had pandits scratching 
their heads in wonder. Balloting 
on Tuesday wQI answer the key 
question whether Sen. Hart, who 
won support with a vigorous “ new 
ideatf ' campaign, is a flash in the 
pan. 

Mr. Mondale now calls himself 
the underdog in- “a fight for the 
soul of the Democratic Party." 

Sen. Hart’s popularity has 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


shown a startling rise in the four 
biggest states voting next Tuesday 
although he had been virtually 
ignored until the past week. 

Opinion polls, a measure of shi- 
fting sentiments, now have him 
leading Mr. Mondale in Mas- 
sachusetts. gaining fast in Florida 
and Alabama and even stirring 
excitement in Georgia, home of 
Mr. Mondale’s ally and former 
boss, ex-Preskient Jimmy Carter.* 

Sen. Hart aides are carefully 
avoiding expressions of high exp- 
ectations. however, and Sen. Hart 
rivals are conceding nothing. 

“The situation is so volatitle 
that no one can tell you today 
what’s going to happen on Tue- 


sday," said Mondale Campaign 
Manager Bob Beekel. “But I'm 
looking to win some and I think 
if s going to be a tight race in nea- 
rly all the states." 

Sen. Hart Campaign Manager 
Oliver Henkel said Mr. Mondale 
was still the frontrunner and 
no-one expected Tuesday to lock 
things up for Sen. Hart. On Sen. 
Hart’s 71-40 per cent landslide 
win in Vermont, he said: “People 
wiO be flabbergasted. It dem- 
onstrates Gary’s very broad app- 
eal and the inherent weaknesses of 
our opponent” 

Some Mondale aides said they 
thought the Hart surge had pea- 
ked but strategists for Ohio Sen- 
ator John Glenn, space hero who 
faded after beatings in the early 
votes, counted on a continued 
Hart boom to rescue their can- 
didate from extinction. 

“We’ve detected both in our 
own polling and in our field work a 
very strong surge for Hart and a 
collapse of support for Mondale in 
what could be Glenn’s best areas: 
Alabama, Georgia and parts of 
Florida,” said Glenn Spokesman 
Michael McCurry. 

“Our problem is whether we 
can pick up some of the volatile 
support that is drifting away from 
Mondale.” Perils have so for pic- 
ked up no such Glenn rebound. 

The joker in the pack on Tue- 
sday wfll be black civil rights lea- 
der Jesse Jackson, getting his first 
real chance to demonstrate that he 
is the political leader of minority 
groups. More than a quarter of the 
people of Alabama and Georgia 
are black. 


Sikh leader 
denies 
allegations 
of terrorism 


VIENNA (R) — Militant Indian 
Sikh leader Jarnail Singh Bhi- 
ndranwale. in an interview pub- 
lished here, has denied allegations 
that his movement engaged m ter- 
rorism. 

Mr. Bhindranwale, interviewed 
by the Vienna monthly Das Mag- 
azin, said he and his followers 
wanted to remain part of the Ind- 
ian state, but did not want to be 
treated “like slaves." 

The 36-year-old mystic was 
asked in Amritsar about all- 
egations that control over Sikh 
pressure groups, known as Mor- 
elia, had been lost and that they 
had become terrorist org- 
anisations. 

“These charges are false. Nei- 
ther have we lost control, nor have 
terrorists taken over the lea- 
dership, nor are the Sikhs div- 
ided," he said. 

The Sikh leader denied that his 
followers included fugitive ter- 
rorists. “Here I fulfil my religious 
duties, I preach in the spirit of our 
religion and 1 stand for the unity of 
our country. Does that make me a 
criminal? 

“Now. ihe people here about 
me live and think in the same way 
and still the government describes 
me as an extremist and my people 
as terrorists," he said. 

Asked for his views on the so- 
called “Khalistan” Movement to 
create a separate Sikh stale, be 
said: “We, the Sikhs, want to rem- 
ain in India bat we want to have 
equal rights and not be dealt with 
like slaves." 
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CW63 IHbuM Oonpanr fyndtem, toe. 

PLAY FOR THE ONLY CHANCE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 010742 
57 AK8 
0 942 
4J3 

WEST EAST 
48 4 J9 

57109763 57QJ5 

OK7 0 Q1086 

4AKQ97 48642 
SOUTH 
4AK865 
5742 
0 AJ53 
4105 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 4 2 4 4 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 4. 


Before playing to the first 
trick, plan the hand. If there 
is any combination of cards 
that will allow you to make 
your contract, presume that 
distribution exists. 

Declarer ended np in four 
spades in quick time. North's 
hand was somewhere be- 
tween a two, three or four 
spade bid. and game was as 
good a compromise as any. 

West led the king of dubs. 
Declarer could see that he 


had two sure club losers, and 
that his problem was to avoid 
losing two tricks in diamonds 
as welL If diamonds were 3-3, 
that could probably not be 
managed. The best shot was 
to play West for a singleton 
or doubleton diamond honor. 

After taking his two club 
trick, West shifted to * heart. 
Declarer won in dummy, 
cashed two high trumps, then 
cashed the remaining heart 
honor and ruffed a heart to 
strip hearts from his hand 
and dummy. Now declarer 
led the ace of diamonds. 

West realized that, if he 
followed with a low diamond, 
he would be end played with 
the next diamond and forced 
to yield a s luff-ruff, allowing 
declarer to get rid of 
dummy's remaining diamo nd 
while ruffing in his hand. To 
prevent th8t, be jettisoned 
his king of diamonds under 
the ace. 

That merely postponed the 
inevitable for one trick. 
Declarer crossed to the 
board with a trump and led a 
diamond. Whether East rose 
with the queen or not, one 
diamond trick was aU the 
defenders were going to 
collect 


France cites repeated 
Spanish fishing violations 


PARIS (R) — The French gov- 
ernment said Saturday a naval act- 
ion against two Spanish trawlers 
this week followed repeated off- 
icial complaints to Madrid about 
Spanish vessels violating fishing 
limits. 

A statement from the prime 
minister’s office said the French 
authorities recorded 1,195 such 
incidents last year, and in six of 
them French personnel had been 
assaulted. 


Despite protests to the Spanish 
government the violations were 
increasing and 432 had been 
noted in the first two months of 
this year, the statement said. 

It said last Wednesday’s “dep- 
lorable events” came in this con- 
text. 

Nine Spanish fishermen were 
injured on Wednesday when a 
French gunboat opened fire on 
their vessels in the Bay of Biscay, 
but the French statement said the 
rules of International Law had 
been scrupulously respected dur- 
ing the incident. 

The statement added: “In vio- 
lating international regulations, 
the fishermen render meaningless 
the international treaties and agr- 
eements signed by Spain as well as 
the rules of the European Com- 
munity.” 

“Everybody must understand 
that agreements between cou- 
ntries must be respected." h said. 

The statement gave a detailed 
account of the naval action, saying 


the Spanish boats involved had 
been committing their 27th and 
36th recorded violations res- 
pectively. 

It said the fishermen ignored 
warnings from the gunboat and 
threw into the sea French sailors 
who tried to board the trawler 
Burgoa-Mendi. 

The French ship fired warning 
shots without effect and Lhen 
machine-gunned the prow of the 
trawler after ensuring no crewmen 
were in the target area. 

After warning shots were fired 
over the other trawler Valle de 
Achondo without result, the gun- 
boat fired rwo 100 mm non- 
explosive shells at it. 

When both Spanish vessels con- 
tinued to try to escape two further 
rounds were fired at the Valle de 
Achondo and one of them struck a 
gantry in the rear of the vessel, 
injuring the Fishermen. 

The trawlers then stopped, 
more than three hours after the 
action began, the statement said. 
In Madrid Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez said Saturday a 
French naval action against two 
Spanish trawlers this week was a 
step backwards in relations bet- 
ween both countries. 

Mr. Gonzalez told a press con- 
ference after talks with French 
Prime Minister Pierre Mauroy: “I 
cannot but note what this serious 
incident has meant in terms of a 
step backwards in the restoration 
of an atmosphere of confidence 
between the two countries.’’ 



The tattered exterior of a shop front in London's Qneensway. after a bomb bad exploded early Sat- 
urday (AP wire photo) 


Britain warns Libya over blast 


LONDON (R) — Britain told 
Libya Saturday night that police 
suspect Libyan involvement in the 
planting of five bombs in London 
and warned that acts of terrorism 
in this country could harm rel- 
ations between the two countries^ 


Two of the bombs exploded 
early Saturday. One injured 23- 
people in a nightclub popular 
with Arabs and another went off 
outside a shop which sold Arab 
newspapers but caused no cas- 
ualties. 


The three others, also near 
shops selling Arabic newspapers, 
were destroyed in controlled exp- 


losions. 

Nobody admitted planting the 
bombs. 

Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe has instructed Britain's 
ambassador in Tripoli to tell Libya 
of the police suspicions, a Foreign 
Office statement said. 

“As the Libyans know, the use 
of British territory for acts of ter- 
rorism by any foreign group is tot- 
ally unaccepabie it said. 

“We expect the Libyan aut- 
horities to do everything in their 
power to persuade Libyan res- 
idents in London not to commit 
criminal acts," the statement said. 

Referring to the killing of two 


in 


Libyan exiles, a journalist and 
lawyer, by gunmen in London 
1980. it added: “We have made 
dear on numerous occasions that 
'any repetition of the incidents of 
1980 is bound to have a serious 
effect on our relations." 

The head of London's anti- 
terrorist police. Commander Bill 
Huckelsby. said he was working 
on the theory that there was a link 
between the bomb and friction 
among Libyan factions in London 

Police want to question three 
Libyans seen leaving the Blue 
Angel Club, shortly before tbe 
explosion, he told a news con 
fere nee. 


India said to have expelled 
Soviet diplomat for ‘spying’ 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A Soviet 
diplomat was recently expelled 
from India on charges of trying to 
collect classified information, a 
well-known attorney claimed Sat- 
urday. 

The statement was made shortly 
after Soviet Defence Minister 
Dmitri F. Ustinov left for Moscow 
at the end of a five-day visit during 
which he agreed to sell India- top- 
of-line fighter jets, electronic sur- 
veillance systems, warships, mis- 
siles and army hardware. 


Lawyer Pran Nath Lekhi said 
Soviet Assistant Military Att- 
ache Nikolai I. Gololobov was 
ordered expelled Feb. 27 by the 
Indian government after he was 
“caught red-handed trying to col- 
lect intelligence from one Sikh off- 
icer" of the Indian External Aff- 
airs Ministry. 

“Gololobov was trying to col- 
lect a classified letter addressed to 
(Prime Minister) Indira Gandhi 
by the Bangladesh president 
(Gen. H.M. Ershad)." Mr. Lekhi 
said. 


Mr. Lekhi. president of tbe 
Asian Lawyers’ Legal Inquiry 
Committee and a leader of the 
right-wing Bharatiya Janata (Ind- 
ian People’s) Party, identified tbe 


Sikh officer as Joint Secretary I.S. 
Chad ha, who denied the all- 
egation. 

“This is not correct." Mr. Cha- 
dha said. 

Indian External Affairs Min- 
ister P.V. Narasirnha Rao dec- 
lined to confirm or deny the rep- 
ort. 

“It is difficult for me to say yes 
or no," he told the Associated 
Press. “I have been busy tbe last 
three or four daysin party matters, 
and I do not know what has hap- 
pened. We need to look into our 
files and see what the position is." 

Tbe minister suggested the rep- 
orter call his office on Monday. 

Gen. Ershad, who has expelled 
several Soviet diplomats from 
Bangladesh, accused the Soviet 
Union in a recent newspaper int- 
erview of trying to topple his mil- 
itary regime. 

Mr. Gololobov, who joined the 
Soviet embassy in New Delhi in 
February 1982 left for Moscow 
Feb. 28 on an Aeroflot flight 
hours after he was served with the 
order to leave India. Mr. Lekhi 
.quoted informed government 
sources as saying. 

Soviet Military Attache Maj.- 
Gen. Leonid N. Golanisev, asked 
about the whereabouts of Mr. 


Gololobov, said, “he has gone to 
Moscow for a holiday.” 

But when told there was a rep- 
ort that Mr. Gololobov had been 
expelled for espionage activity, 
Maj.-Gen. Golan tsev said, “I 
don’t know. Sony, I don' t know." 

Mr. Lekhi accused Mr. Rao in a 
telegram Saturday of “con- 
cealing" Mr. Gololobov’s exp- 
ulsion while replying to a que- 
stioner in parliament on March 2. 

“You deliberately misled pub- 
lic," said the telegram, alleging 
Mr. Gololobov was an agent of the 
Soviet intelligence agency, KGB. 

India and the Soviet Union have 
good relations. There has been no 
reported case in the past of the 
expulsion of a Soviet diplomat 
from India. 

Harry Wetherbee. an American 
diplomat, reportedly was expelled 
from India late last year after 
three retired Indian military off- 
icers and a civilian arms dealer 
were arrested on charges of selling 
secrets regarding Indian arms pur- 
chases from the Soviet Union. 

In that case, Maj.-Gen. F.D. 
Larkins confessed before a New 
Delhi magistrate last Thursday 
that be received the equivalent of 
$10,000 for supplying classified 
information to U.S. diplomats. 


Fire burns through 4 decks of cruise ship 


PORT CANAVERAL, Florida 
(Agencies) — Flames consumed 
four decks of the cruise ship Sca- 
ndinavian Sea as it sat in port Sat- 
urday night, a day after fire broke 
out eight kilometres from shore 
and forced the vessel to speed 
back from a gambling excursion 
with 946 people aboard. 

At least 29 people, including 
nine rescue workers, were treated 
for smoke inhalation because of 
the fire that erupted in a passenger 
cabin on the 154 metres vessel 
around 8 p.m. Friday (0100 GMT 
Saturday), officials said. 

Coast Guard Commander Art 
Shepard said the fire was still bur- 
ning out of control at 10:45 p.m. 
Saturday (0345 GMT Sunday), 


more than 24 hours after it ign- 
ited. 

Coast Guard Petty Officer 1st 
Class Joe Gibson said that by Sat- 
urday afternoon the fire had spr- 
ead to four passenger decks. He 
said extra breathing equipment 
was flown in, and out-of-state 
“strike-force teams" trained in 
fighting shipboard disasters and 
ofl fires were called to join more 
than 100 firefighters who had 
been on the scene since Friday. 

“Because of the nature of this 
vessel — you have metal wat- 
ertight walls — the fire is hard to 
fight. You have to go from com- 
partment to compartment to fight 
the fire." Mr. Gibson said. 

The cause of the fire was not' 


immediately known. But Captain 
Jack Houts of the Merritt bland 
Fire Department said tbe fire was 
believed to be electrical 


The coast guard commander 
said tbe fire fighters had a problem 
in that “they go through and cool 
down an area and it seems like it’s 
OK, only to proceed down the 
passageway and find that it starts 
up again right behind you.” 


One passenger, Tom Lynn of 
Fort Pierce, Florida, said he had 
: just a $50 jackpot on one of 
the ship's slot machines when pas- 
sengers were told to assemble on 
tbe upper deck and don life vests. 

“Damn that fire," Mr. Lynne 
said. “1 was on a roll” 


Chad aircraft explosion injures 20 


N’DJAMENA (R) — About 20 
people were injured Saturday 
when an explosion rocked a 
French civil airliner preparing to 
take off from the Chadian capital 
of N'Djamena, airport sources 
said. 


In Paris a spokesman for the 
French External Affairs Ministry 
said a bomb in a suitcase in the 
hold caused the explosion on 
board the Uta'. Airline DC-8. 

The aircraft, on its weekly route 
from Bangui capital of the Cen- 
tral African Republic, to Paris via 
N’Djamena, was completely des- 
troyed by fire. 

Uta in Paris said 1 9 people were 
slightly injured, including 13 
French nationals. 


A coffin containing the body of 
a young French nurse was on 
board the aircraft, a spokesman 
for her organisation, Medecins 
Sans Frontineres (MSF), said. 
Marie-Paul Morin was killed in a 
road accident here last week, the 


MSF spokesman said. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the exp- 
losion,which occurred at 1330 
local time (1230 GMT). 

The External Affairs Ministry 
in Paris said 100 passengers were 
already aboard waiting for take- 
off. But first reports in N'Dja- 
mena said only transit passengers 
from Bangui were inside and that 
passengers from N'Djamena had 
not yet embarked. 

The civilian airport is next to a 
military airbase where French 
Jaguars, Mirages and transport 
aircraft are stationed as part of the 
"Manta" Expeditionary Force 
backing the government of Pre- 
sident Hissene Habre against 
Libyan-backed rebels. 

Anti- Habre groups have sev- 
eral times claimed responsibility 
for explosions and killings in the 
Chadian capital but the incidents 
have never been confirmed in 
N’Djamena. 

Earlier this, year a bomb in a 


suitcase exploded at Kinshasa 
Airport in Zaire, shortly after it 
was unloaded from an aircraft of 
the Soviet Aeroflot Airline. 


Unofficial sources said at the 
time that die suitcase belonged to 
Chadian nationals who were app- 
arently planning an attack in 
N’Djamena. 

Chad's Charge d” Affaires in 
Paris, Ahmad AIlam-Ml later- 
accused “international terrorists" 
directed by Libyan leader Mua- 
mmar Qadhafi of carrying out the 
attack. 


He raid his government bel- 
ieved the bomb had been planted 
on the aircraft before it left Congo 

on the scheduled flight to Paris via 
the Central African Republic and 
Chad. 


Mr. AHam-Mi said the bomb 
could have come only from Bra- 
zzaville because it exploded bef- 
ore passengers embarking at 
N’Djamena or their baggage had 
been taken to the aircraft. 



China’s birth rate 
fails in 1983 


PEKING <R) — China pushed 
down the birth rate of its billion 
people last year, boi a new baby 
boom looms ahead, the date fam- 
ily planning commission said. The 
national birth rate feb from 21 -09 
per thousand in U782 le 20 per 
thousand or below last year, the 
New China News Agency quoted 
the commission as saying. The 
population growth rate in 1983 
was estimated at 13 per thousand, 
against 14.49 in 1982. officials 
said. But about 10 million more 
women a year will reach child- 
bearing age in the near future, thr- 
eatening a new baby boom, and 
much work is needed if China is to 
hold its numbers to the target of 
1 2 billion by the year 2.000. (hey 
added 


North Korean 
vice president ties 


TOKYO (R) — North Korean 
Vice-President Kim II died Friday 
aged 74 after a long illness. the 
North Korean Central News Age- 
ncy said Saturday. The agency, 
monitored in Tokyo, said the Cen- 
tral Committee of tbe Workers' 
Party, the Central People's Com- 
mittee and the Administration 
Council of North Korea formed a 
69-member state funeral com- 
mittee led by President Kim li- 
sting. But the agency gave no date 
for the state funeral for Kim, who 
was one. of the Country’s four 
vice-presidents. 


French trail 
in hygiene 


PARIS (AP) — The French use- 
less soap per capita than the Ita- 
lians. German or British and only 
one French person in three owns a 
toothbrush, according to a study 
released Saturday by the French 
perfume industry. The average 
French person goes through two- 
and-a-half bars, or 640 grammes, 
of soap a year, the study said, 
while the Italians use 800 gra- 
mmes per capita, the British 900 
grammes and the West Germans 
1-5 kilogrammes. The 33 percent 
of French people who do own 
their own toothbrush only buy a 
new one every two years* on the 
average, it reported. About 40 per 
cent of the French population use 
deodorants regularly, compared 
with 90 per cent of the U.S. pop- 
ulation. Of the French who do use 
deodorants, only 20 per cent of 
them are male, the study said. U 
said the French tend to be lazy 
about personal care and that fil- 
thiness is“often a sign of a certain 
disagreement with society in gen- 
eral and a form of protest" by cer- 
tain French people - 


Imelda undergoes 
eye treatment 


MANILA (R) — Imelda Marcos, 
the wife of the Philippines pre- 
sident. returned home Saturday 
night after spending 24 days in the 
United States for urgent eye tre- 
atment. A Presidential Palace 
spokesman said before she left 
Manila that her doctors had sug- 
gested immediate treatment as she 
was in the danger of losing her 
eyesight. Informed sources said at 
the time that she was suffering 
from Glaucoma. There was no sta- 
tement from the palace Saturday 
night on the treatment she rec- 
eived. . 


Ugandan professor 
compensated 


KAMPALA (R) — A high court 
judge has ordered the Ugandan 
government to pay 22 million shi- 
llings ($9,300) to a professor at 
Kampala's university as com- 
pensation for wrongful arrest, loss 
of salary and death through neg- 
lect of hischickens. Justice Wilson 
Kityo issued the order in favour of 
Professor John Mugerwa who was 
held without charge for two weeks 
in May 1982 by security forces 
before being released. 


Smokers protected 
against diarrhoea 


LONDON (AP) — Despite the 
known health haiaarrt^ of cigarette 
smoking, non-smokers are sis 
rimes more likely than smokers to 
get ulcerative colitis, a disease that 
results in chronic diarrhoea and 
poor bowel control 'British doc- 
tors said Friday. Writing in the 
British Medical jonrsd, doctors 
at Queen’s Medical Centre in Not- 
tingham said their research sug- 


gests that for unknown reasons, 
“smoking directly or uKlnscziy 
confers protection ulc- 
erative COfitis.’'-. . / 
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